
N O V E M B E R   2 0 2 0From the Helm 
  ~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

The Mission of the 

Saginaw Bay 

Yacht Club: 

We are a unique 

community of individuals 

with shared values 

and common interests 

in an atmosphere of 

friendship and mutual 

respect.  A family of 

great people serving 

great people in a safe, 

nautical atmosphere.  As 

we have for generations 

- we stand tall and proud 

along the water and 

welcome all who would 

join us in the pursuit of 

enjoyment and fun.

Hours:
Thursday:

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Flatbreads, Plus: 

 1800 – 2100
Fri. and Sat.:

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100

Sunday: 
Bar: 1500 - 2000

Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

Ahoy from the flag.  Fall is here, the colors have change, a day in the 50s is a 
blessing, and all the boats are out of  their slips.  With Fall comes the annual 
cleanup.  This year we had a great turn out that made quick work of  all the 
projects at hand.   I would like to thank all of  you that participated, and I look 

forward to all the new flowers that will bloom in the 
Spring from the 900 bulbs planted!

“Commadorable” Vozniak and I would like to extend 
a tremendous shout out to all those who participated 
in the MSU vs. UoM tailgating festivities.  We were 
guest bartenders, helping the staff  behind the bar with 
pouring beers and making the drink-of-the-day, a Poison 
Apple.  The poison affected my UoM team and I had 
to congratulate my wife on her favorite team’s win—
CONGRATS MSU!  (Ouch, it hurt to type that.)  The 

best part was the fundraising for the Heritage Fund.  
Thank you all for helping this wonderful cause and 
laughing at Louise’s horrible UoM jokes.  

Along with Fall comes the changing of  our club 
hours so please make note of  the new hours of  
operation.  Upcoming events a slimmed due to new 
COVID-related restrictions.  

The club will begin to change its appearance in 
preparation for Christmas.  If  you would like to lend 
a hand, Saturday November 21 is the schedule day 
for decorating the club.  Like with the fall cleanup the 
more hands 
available makes 
it quick work.

As always, see 
you at the club.

More photos      
on Page 4.
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A Note from the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Although Autumn is in the air, SBYC Clubhouse 
operations continue!

By the publication of  this month’s “Masthead,” we 
will have concluded our annual Flag and Board of  

Directors elections.  Thanks to 
everyone who was able to make 
it out and cast their ballots for 
our 2021 Club leadership!

Although the kitchen will start 
closing on Thursday nights in 
November, we are going to 
maintain Lounge operations by 
offering “Flatbreads, Plus….”  
Bar service will begin at our 

normal 5:00pm time, with flatbreads and appetizers 
available until 9:00pm.  Please come out and support 
this effort.  Our Sunday “Tail-Gates” will continue 
throughout the winter months.

Many hands make lighter work…  The Holiday 
Decorating Party will be held this year on Saturday, 
November 21.  A great time is had by all, and it really 
makes the Clubhouse look great for the holidays!  
Speaking of  which, dates are still available for your 
holiday gathering – give us a call to discuss details for 
your event.

With regards to our continued operations, I would 
take a moment to review the current mandates set 
forth by the Michigan Department of  Health and 
Human Services (MDHHS):

1.  As to normal restaurant operations, we are per-
mitted to operate at 50% capacity (approximately 
112 people).  Face masks and social distancing 
measures will be in place.  Table seating is limited 
to six people per table – do not move tables to-
gether or add chairs to existing tables.  Beginning 
on November 2, guest phone numbers and arrival 
times will be logged to assist in tracing efforts, 
should they be required.  Face masks are required 
anytime not seated.

2. Regarding “Social Gatherings,” as it applies to 
member-sponsored events (including holiday 
parties), we are permitted to seat a total of  forty 
people in the Main Dining Room (20 people per 
1000 square feet).  Face masks and social distanc-
ing measures will be in place.  Again, table seating 

is limited to six people per table.  Buffet meals are 
permitted; however, due to the fact they will have 
to be tended by staff, there will be a surcharge in-
cluded on the billing to offset the additional labor 
costs.

We will continue to make every conceivable effort to 
ensure the health of  our members, guests and staff.  
It has been a very long and trying year for everyone, 
but we feel that we have provided somewhat of  a 
“Safe Zone” for our members, and will continue to 
do so.  Hope to see everyone at The Club!

Each Fall, it is the duty of  the Finance Committee 
to review the August to August Consumer Price 
Index performance for the Michigan area and 
recommend any changes to our membership dues 
for the next year.  Establishing the membership dues 
for the upcoming year is the first step of  the annual 
budgeting process.  I really appreciate the work from 

Business Manager Ashley and 
General Manager Mark as we 
review income and expense 
results for 2020 and begin 
forecasting for 2021. 

After review of  our year to 
date financial performance and 
changes to the Consumer Price 
Index, the Finance Committee 
recommended no changes 
to membership dues for all 

membership classifications for 2021.  Although this 
year has been a difficult operating period due to the 
global pandemic, our members supported the club 
with time, energy, and monetary donations.  The CPI 
metric suggested a slight dues increase, however, 
the Finance Committee recommended no increases 
in membership dues as a small thank you for the 
continued support of  the membership in 2020.  The 
BOD unanimously supported this recommendation 
during the October 2020 BOD meeting. 

Thank you to all members for their continued support 
during this difficult year, and I hope to see you 
enjoying the holidays at SBYC.  As always, if  you have 
any questions or ideas regarding our club finances, 
feel free to contact me, or any of  the BOD to discuss.   
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The Great SBYC Dining or Docking Raffle
  ~ Shannon Bess & Mary Ann Cole, Action Auction Co-Chairs 

Thank You from New Members – Chris and Cheryl English
It was a sad day for us this past Wednesday 
(10/07/2020) when we had our boat hauled out for 
winter storage.  It allowed us to reflect on the season, 
our first, that we spent at Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
(SBYC).  First of  all, and most importantly, thank you 
to all of  our fellow members and the staff  for such a 
warm and memorable welcome.

Our journey as members started in the middle of  
the winter this year when we attended a Power 
Squadron “America’s Boating Course” taught by 
Craig Murchison and Rich Spitzer.  The course was 
originally planned to be held at the Coast Guard 
Station but was moved to the Yacht Club due to a 
security lock-down.  We learned a lot about boating 
from them, but most importantly, we gained a positive 
impression of  SBYC that ultimately lead us to joining.  
Intentionally or not, Craig and Rich recruited two new 
members.

We had many enjoyable weekends at the club this 
year including participating in the Tawas Rendezvous.  
We especially enjoyed Saturday Music Nights and 
visiting with all of  the other members.  The variety 
and quality of  music, food, libations and views were 
definitely worth the price of  admission. 

On September 5, 2020, we had a formal boat 
de-naming and re-naming ceremony conducted 
by none other than PC Neil Oldenburg.  He 
did a fantastic job and we were honored that 
he took the time to properly christen Nautic 
Venture.  We were also pleased to have so many 
members join us for the celebration including 
past and present Flag Officers and Directors.

We were not able to do as much cruising as we 
would like this year because both of  us were 
still working fulltime.  However, Chris retired 
at the end of  September and Cheryl will be 
retiring in January.  This means that in the 

future, we can spend more time doing what we enjoy 
best—boating!  We look forward to a cruise to the 
North Channel/Georgian Bay next year and, if  all 
goes well, starting the Great Loop in 2022. 

In closing, we would especially like to extend our 
sincerest gratitude to Mark and all of  the staff  at the 
club for doing such a fantastic job.  We are greeted 
with both familiarity and courteousness each time we 
interact with them. They are, in our opinion, what 
makes SBYC different from a commercial marina and 
will keep us coming back.

We wish everyone a safe and joyous winter season!

Yours in Boating, Chris and Cheryl English
Nautic Venture, Mainship 390
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Guest Bartenders 2020
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Fall Work Party 2020
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SBYC Election Night 2020


