From the Helm

~Greg Vozniak, Commodore

Bon Voyage from the flag. It does not seem like it’s been over four years
ago since Past Commodore Pam Murchison rode over to my slip at SouthSouth. Getting off her bike saying, “Hey Voz! Got a question for you!”
She then proceeded to ask if I would be interested in being a flag officer.
After mulling it over with Louise, I accepted, and
the rest is now history.
Last year around this time, I was quietly praying
that the coming year would be uneventful. That
is, there would not be a major problem at the club,
a fire in the kitchen, a seawall collapsing, everyone
resigning (Good Lord, I pray not that!). Now,
in hindsight, those problems would have been a
little more straight forward to resolve. Instead, I
was challenged with working through COVID-19
pandemic issues, which included mandates handed down by the State to
close. But all was not lost as we were slowly able to open back up and start
to enjoy the club for dinner and drinks. We were able to have some events
in a modified format and, thanks to the Murchison’s generous gift, new
floating docks were installed. One ‘silver lining’ side effect of the virus was
many summer vacation plans had to be cancelled or reimagined. While
that may initially sound negative, it made the club a little bit livelier since all
the boats were in their home slips and we socialized as best we could in an
environment that we felt was safer than other public venues.
Many will look back at 2020 as a challenging year, but it is a year that I
will always reflect on with great memories. We didn’t have the Fireworks
Festival boat lineup, but we did get to have the Tawas Rendezvous. We had
an impromptu “club breakfast” under the big tent – which may need to
become an annual event. We met new friends and christened new boats.
We reinvented a slimmed-down Blessing of the Fleet, held many musicon-the-patio nights, and carried out an extremely successful “actionless”
Action Auction. And I’ve been gifted a unique “grand poobah” hat which
may be handed down (watch out, Dave!). All in all, our club grew. Our
friendships grew. And I find myself counting many blessings.
As I close out my year at the helm of The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, there
are many people I must acknowledge. First and foremost is my family.
Louise and the kids had to put up with a little more chaos when we were
at the club throughout the year. I also want to give an additional thank
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*Hours are dependent
on State-approved
reopening.
Hours:
Thursday:
Bar: 1700 - 2200
Flatbreads, Plus:
1800 – 2100
Fri. and Sat.:
Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 – 2100
Sunday:
Bar: 1500 - 2000
Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

The Mission of the
Saginaw Bay
Yacht Club:
We are a unique
community of individuals
with shared values
and common interests
in an atmosphere of
friendship and mutual
respect. A family of
great people serving
great people in a safe,
nautical atmosphere. As
we have for generations
- we stand tall and proud
along the water and
welcome all who would
join us in the pursuit of
enjoyment and fun.

From the Helm

From the Manager’s Desk

you to Louise for being my official editor and chief
wordsmith for my Masthead articles, as well as, the
multitude of pandemic-related communications I
had to send out this year. Trying to decipher what
is in my head is not the easiest thing! Second, I
would like to extend genuine appreciation to my
Flag Officers and the rest of the Board of Directors.
Without their support and willingness to jump in
to help, this year would have been considerably
more difficult to contend with than it was. They
are a superb team that is dedicated to the success
of our Club! The next group that gets my sincerest
gratitude are the Past Commodores; they were always
there to listen to me, give me their advice, and give
me a little pick-me-up when I needed it. They are a
Commodore’s secret arsenal since there’s not much
that this collective force hasn’t already been through
in some fashion. The most important THANK
YOU ( that’s a big thank you) goes to our General
Manager, Mark Piganelli, and the entire staff of the
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. There were many changes
and new requirements thrust upon them by the State
to comply with COVID-19 restrictions and they
performed exceptionally well keeping us and themselves
safe. Last and certainly not least on my gratitude list
is you, the members of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club.
I didn’t get a chance to personally meet all of you,
but those that I did were very welcoming. If you had
issue with the club or me, you voiced your concerns
in a very respectful and courteous manner. This was
very much appreciated!

It appears that winter has arrived!
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This is a year that I will cherish for a long time,
knowing that I was a small part in the long history of
The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. As always, I will see
you at the club!

Your SBYC Social Committee
would like to wish you all
Christmas Blessings and
Happy New Year!
Stay safe and healthy!
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~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

At the time of this writing, restaurant and bar service
at the club house has been discontinued, per order
of the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS). I am anxious to see if we can
reopen at the end of this closure order, scheduled
for December 8. I am maintaining my optimism that
this will be the case, and our
regular dinner and bar service
can recommence. Hopefully,
we can end the year on a high
note!
The closure has affected
our December operations,
specifically in regards to holiday
gatherings. The decision has
been made to cancel this year’s Club Christmas Party,
as well as our annual Children’s Christmas with Santa.
As I said earlier, although optimistic for a reopen,
it would be extremely difficult to put these events
together, only to see them cancelled. COVID-19 is
on everyone’s mind right now, and I’m sure that you
can all appreciate the need to do our part to make
sure everyone stays healthy and safe.
Coats for Kids will run through December 7 and
members are welcome to drop off their donations
at the Clubhouse. During this closure, someone is
here every day, so please call prior to stopping by to
contribute to this great charity.
During this time of year, I would ask that you
remember all of your staff here at the Club when
considering making a contribution to our annual
Employee Christmas Bonus Fund. This year, in light
of the ongoing pandemic, donations are especially
appreciated. Our entire kitchen and wait staff are
on furlough until reopen, and your donation will
go a long way to ensuring they can have a Merry
Christmas. Donation cards have been mailed, but if
you would like to just call and make your donation,
please feel free. Thanks to everyone in advance for
your generosity.
Stay warm and support the Club!
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From the Dock Committee Chair

~ Dennis Bess, Director

Hello from the Dock Committee! Approximately 140
days till we could potentially see boats back at SBYC
basins. December is here, and the dock committee
will be getting together to assign docks soon. So, if
you haven’t summited your
dock application, please get
one filled out and returned to
the office with your deposit
and copy of insurance.
Dock holders, one thing you
may have noticed or will,
is your dock number might
have changed. The docks
have been re-numbered and
put back in sequence. You will notice a red/white
disc on one of your pilings now, and on electrical
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pedestals in the spring. Hopefully this will clear
up confusion going forward as the numbers on the
seawall and pedestals were different.
On November 14 -15, our region encountered
sustained 20+ mph winds with much higher wind
gusts from the south/southwest, lowering the water
level in our basin 4-ft from what we have experienced
as normal the last few years. The new floater docks
were put to their first test and performed perfectly as
expected.
One final THANK YOU, to PC Neal Oldenburg, PC
Dave Cole, Commodore “Voz,” Terry Bernelis, Jason
Reese, Dale Humbert and Jim Nichols for helping
install bubblers. And Manager Mark for rolling out
some flat breads for a snack afterwards.
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