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From the Helm

- Dave Klippert, Commodore

Greetings fellow members! With the close of February, we seem to be
emerging from winter with a touch of spring in the air. As a life-long
Michigander, I love winter, but come March, I am ready to put away the snow
blower and begin anticipating the arrival of spring and
the start of another boating season. Despite what
the little critter from Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania,
prognosticated last month, I am hoping the milder
temperatures are here to stay.
I know many of our boating members are now in the
“final push” to finish cleaning and prepping their boats
for launch day. Fortunately, it appears that we suffered
virtually no damage to our docks this year and our new
bubblers seem to be working as promised. Thanks to
Dennis Bess for keeping a close eye on the docks over the winter months.
With the arrival of spring soon, we will be kicking off the traditional
“opening” of the Club on Thursday, March 18, with our annual “Skeg Night”
celebration – the traditional “men’s night” event that symbolically starts the
season. Although we had to cancel last year’s event due to the pandemic,
we are cautiously optimistic that this year’s event will be a “go.” We are in
the process of finalizing the evening’s entertainment and will be sending out
more information on that soon. This is always a fun-filled night with plenty
of camaraderie, so feel free to bring a friend and show them all that we have
to offer.
As we move into the beginning of the boating season, our social events will
start to pick up as well. As always, the social committee is busy planning
some fun events. For those of you wondering, the very popular and much
enjoyed “Music On The Patio” that Julie Humbert organized and brought
to our Club during our summer months will be back again this year. If you
are interested in sponsoring a night, please contact a member of the social
committee.
Finally, we had to delay the annual Board of Directors photo shoot by
one month due to gathering restrictions, but we were able to arrange it in
February. So, we will be circulating the 2021 Roster very soon, which will
feature pictures of the new Board members and Flag officers, as well as the
2021 event calendar.   
As always, feel free to reach out to me with any questions, comments or
concerns. I look forward to seeing you at the Club!

March
Hours:
Thursday:
Bar: 1700 - 2200
Flatbreads, Plus:
1800 – 2100
Fri. and Sat.:
Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 – 2100
Sunday:
Bar: 1500 - 2000
Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

The Mission of the
Saginaw Bay
Yacht Club:
We are a unique
community of individuals
with shared values
and common interests
in an atmosphere of
friendship and mutual
respect. A family of
great people serving
great people in a safe,
nautical atmosphere. As
we have for generations
- we stand tall and proud
along the water and
welcome all who would
join us in the pursuit of
enjoyment and fun.

From the Manager’s Desk

From the Rear Commodore

It’s beginning to look like we may have “rounded the
corner” on what was a pretty mild winter. The cold
weather is winding down and we can all look forward
to the warm days of spring!

Happy March from the Flag,

~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

With the warmer weather, preparations are being
made to start dock repairs. While no extensive
damage was incurred, there is
still a great deal of work needed
to get our slips ready for the
boating season.
We are still under the restrictions,
currently we have to limit our
capacity to 50% occupancy (112
people) and following a 11:00pm
curfew. This does not mean we
are cancelling any events, though! SKEG Night is
still scheduled for Thursday, March 18. There will
be a flyer attached to this issue of The Masthead.
Moving forward into April, our Easter Brunch is in
the planning stages. Again, many of the details will
depend on the current mandates in place. More on
this to follow,
Also, on Friday, April 9, we will be holding our
Annual Meeting. Regular dinner and bar service
will be available, beginning at 5:00pm. The meeting
will get underway at 7:30pm. Again, my thanks
to all members for their continued patience and
understanding during these trying times, especially
with the limitations that have been in place. I am
optimistic that we will soon see them eased even
more and we can start a return to “near normal.”
Remember that the Club stands ready to host any
events you might have in mind. Weddings, dinners,
luncheons, receptions or any other gathering you
might be planning. Please give me a call and I would
be more than happy to discuss details. Weekend dates
through the summer are going fast so please call as
soon as possible! Have a great March – see you at
The Club
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~ Dennis Bess, Rear Commodore

Well, the month of February is behind us. Mother
Nature dealt SBYC many consecutive nights with
subzero and single digit
daytime highs, leaving our
circulators working overtime!
With the above normal end
of February temps, the basins
have opened nicely and at this
point we appear to have little
to NO damage! By the looks
of the forecast, March will
come in like a Lamb, and you know the rest of that
line… :(
With the tease of spring in the air, boats will soon
be filling the slips at the club. Just a reminder, slip
assignments are posted on the bulletin board at club
and make sure you have your 2021 insurance copy on
file with Ashely.
Mark and his staff stand eager to serve the members
of SBYC, even at 50% capacity. That is 112 members
and guestd! It’s your club, take advantage of this
FABULOUS GEM on the river.
One final note, the social calendar is out with
many exciting events planned. For March, we
have SKEG NIGHT, and looking out farther, the
Tawas Rendezvous is July 16 -18. Make your dock
reservations early to get the slip you prefer! Shannon
and I attend this event last year for the first time and
LOVED it. I would encourage all members, full and
social, to join this event, whether you come by boat,
RV, or stay at the Holiday Inn, or just ride up for the
day, the main gathering is on Saturday.

Story Ideas, Suggestions and
Submissions Welcome!
If you are interested in sharing your boating or
other travel adventures, please consider submitting
an article and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.
Story ideas are welcome too! Send your stories
and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD Editor Lynn
Weaver at Lynn9117@gmail.com. If you have
questions, call Lynn at 989-737-9117.
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A Note from the Treasurer

~ Jason Reese, Treasurer

While at the club on a snowy Saturday evening, during
the cold spell which was February 2021, a fellow
member asked an intriguing question: Does the club
have more revenue during the months when boats are
in the water, or when boats are out of the water?

SAVE THE DATE
SBYC Action Auction
Friday, May 28

As the club’s treasurer
for the last 4 years, I have
collected and analyzed many
of the club’s financial trends.
Numbers by month, by
quarter, even numbers by
day of the week, have been
reviewed, however I had
been stumped over revenue
numbers by on and off
boating season. With access
to the data, a bar napkin, a pen, and a calculator
in hand, I had everything I needed to answer this
question, except an ability to do simple math near bar
closing time.  “Last Call” ended the debate which had
erupted with a promise by me to answer the question
with actual data at a later time.

Action Auction Update

~ Mary Ann Cole, Director

ACTION AUCTION 2021!
Save the date: Friday evening, May 28

First, we need to define the seasons. For this
discussion, boating season is the 6 months from May
1 to November 1. I will surely hear from a few of
you who keep snow shovels on your boat, and others
who only like to boat in the warmest of Michigan
months, but let’s have that debate another time.   

A few changes to auction setup are currently being
considered, including:
• The Live Auction under a large tent on the
front lawn.
• Silent Auction tables spread out throughout
the full clubhouse to expand social distancing
opportunities.
• A plated meal for dinner rather than a buffet
to maximize space for the Silent Auction
tables

For a first guess, most people would say there is more
activity around the club during boating season, so
surely revenue is higher.  Those of us who watch the
financials closely realize our largest income month
is January, when our boaters pay for slips for the
upcoming boating season. I used the last 5 years of
revenue data to generate the answer below:

As members plan for Live and Silent donations,
please consider opportunities to incorporate goods
and services of local businesses and community
partners.

5 Year Avg. Revenue Breakdown
53%
Boating Season May 1 - Nov. 1
47%
Off-Season
I was a bit surprised the breakdown percentages were
this close, and it makes an important point. Our
committees and staff spend significant time preparing
the facility to use during the boating off-season.
Forty-seven percent of our club’s revenue is generated
during these cold spells known as Michigan winter.
Although we are still threatened by COVID exposures
and working to follow government mandates, make a
reservation and stop out at your club this off-season.  
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Newer SBYC members may be thinking “what is the
Action Auction?” The auction is a club fundraiser.
Proceeds go directly to support of the operations and
amenities of SBYC that we all enjoy.
Stay tuned for future updates,
Mary Ann Cole & Shannon Bess
Action Auction Co-chairs
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