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 - Dave Klippert, Commodore

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Ladies Night Out
Thursday, June 3

Blessing of the Fleet
Sunday, June 13

Father’s Day Cookout   
Sunday, June 20

4th of July Cookout
Sunday, July 4

June 
Hours:

Wednesdays 
Bar: 1700 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Thursdays
Bar: 1700 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays
Bar: 1500 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sundays: 
Bar: 900 - 2100

Breakfast: 900 - 1200 
Cookout: 1600 - 2000

Greetings SBYC members!  June is upon us and the Club operations are now in 
full swing.  The warm weather appears to be here to stay now (hopefully) and the 
boat basins are quickly filling up.  This is always an exciting and festive time of  
year at the Club.  The grounds are looking especially nice with all of  the freshly 
planted flowers starting to bloom.  I want to extend a special thank you to PC 

Pam Murchison for her continued time and dedication in 
organizing this and the many members that volunteered 
their time to participate in the spring planting.  Our robust 
member involvement is a key part of  what makes our Club 
so special. 

Speaking of  member involvement, as you may have heard, 
this year’s Action Auction was a huge success and a record-
setter for the Club financially.  We raised over $32,000 
this year and we did this with limited capacity due to the 
MDHHS restrictions.  Thanks again to Mary Ann Cole and 

Shannon Bess and everyone that volunteered for their hard work in organizing 
and planning this successful event.  I also want to take a moment to thank our 
many generous donors and, of  course, our members (and guests) for coming out 
and making the night such a success.  I should add that the dinner offering was 
fantastic and I want to thank Chef  Harry, Mark Piganelli and the entire staff  for 
helping to make it a great night.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 13 and plan to come out and participate in 
the annual Blessing of  the Fleet!  This unique ceremonial event is always a lot of  
fun and it is open to boaters and non-boaters alike.  This colorful “showcase” 
of  our boats is a personal favorite of  mine and I would encourage anyone that 
has never been here for it to come out and enjoy this very nautical-themed 
event.  We have decided to bring back some entertainment this year too so, 
weather permitting, we will have live music outside following the ceremony.  The 
clubhouse opens at 11:00 am, with the traditional “review of  the fleet” starting 
at noon, followed by some opening remarks and short ceremony at 1:00 pm and 
then a buffet dinner at 1:30 pm.  I hope to see you there!

We have some exciting plans for renovating our bar area.  It is still in the planning 
stages but we have been working closely with a local design and builder team 
and the plans are coming along nicely.  This is a House Committee project and 
the details are yet to be finalized and approved by the Board, but we are making 
great progress and hope to be unveiling the details of  the project and kick off  
a fundraising campaign very soon.  It will include the bar area project and some 
additional clubhouse renovations.  The plan is to start the bar renovations in 
October and have it completed by year end.  More to come on this soon.

~ Continued on Page 2 ~
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From the Helm
~ Continued from Page 1 ~

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Boating season is upon us!

With the arrival of  warmer weather, activity at the 
Club continues to increase daily!  We are now open 
with our regular summer hours, including Sunday 
breakfasts from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon.  In 
addition, many exciting Club events are scheduled.  
The Blessing of  the Fleet is Sunday, June 13 followed 

by our Father’s Day Cookout on 
Sunday, June 20.  

Thanks out to all those who 
helped make the events in May 
such huge successes!  Great 
turnout for the Kentucky Derby 
Party and our Mother’s Day 
Brunch!  Huge thanks to Mary 
Ann Cole, Shannon Bess and 

the rest of  the Action Auction Committee for an 
incredible night.

Now that we’ve “turned the corner” with COVID, 
dining restrictions have lessened tremendously.  
Moving into June, our occupancy is greatly increased, 
tables have no maximum number of  diners, masks 
are no longer required for those members who have 
been vaccinated, and the curfew has been lifted.  I 
would anticipate a complete removal of  dining 
restrictions by the end of  June.  THANK YOU to 
all membership for their patience and understanding 
during this past crazy year!

Remember that the Club stands ready to host any 
events you might have in mind.  Weddings, dinners, 
luncheons, receptions or any other gathering you 
might be planning.  Please give me a call and I would 
be more than happy to discuss details.  Weekend dates 
through the summer, as well as Holiday availability, is 
going fast so please call as soon as possible!

Have a great June – see you at The Club!

As you know, the SBYC Annual Meeting that is to 
be held the first Friday in April each year had to be 
cancelled at the last minute this year due to the return 
of  strict social distancing and capacity restrictions 
imposed by an emergency order of  the MDHHS, 
which was caused by a resurgence of  COVID cases 
in Michigan in early spring.  That order has since 
been lifted and we will be re-scheduling the Annual 
Meeting to take place in September.  This exact date 
and time will be decided soon and a notice to the 
membership will be circulated.

Here’s to the start of  another fun and exciting 
summer at the Club! 

The 2021 Action Auction was an 
Incredible Success!

Bad weather and pandemic restrictions did not 
dampen the mood at SBYC.

The smiles, laughter, friendly spirited bidding...
The wonderful food and beverages,                          

the excellent service...
Talk about “PRICELESS”!

We cannot say thank you enough to:
Donors
Bidders

Raffle ticket buyers
Volunteers

Mark and the SBYC staff
Rick Schmidt, Auctioneer

And now, it’s time to enjoy summer at SBYC.
Mary Ann Cole & Shannon Bess

Action Auction Co Chairs
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The beautiful grounds at SBYC: Where do the breath-taking flowers come from? 

This year, it started with 1,300 plants, approximately 25 volunteers, and hundreds of  feet of  irrigation hose. 

The process of  planning for flowers begins in the cold winter months between PC 
Pam Murchison, SBYC’s flower enthusiast extraordinaire, and Wanda Dziwura of  Bay 
Landscaping.  Pam establishes the plans and designs for each summer, and collaborates 
with Wanda as she visits the landscapers’ shows in the southern states.  Once Pam has 
established a design for each flower bed, she builds an order of  plant type and quantities. 

All of  the flower beds are cleaned and prepped on Spring Clean Up Day in late April.  
By mid-May, excitement for plant arrival and the planting day builds.  Bay Landscaping 
receives the plant order from the growers and delivers many flats to SBYC.  And then 
the fun begins.  This year, on Flower Planting Day, May 22, SBYC members volunteered, 
assembled with trowels and gloves.  Under Pam’s direction, and following her design 

drawings, 1,300 plants were “installed” (that’s the technical reference in the landscaping industry) and watered.  
Next, PC Craig Murchison meticulously weaved irrigation hoses amongst the flower beds to ensure adequate 
maintenance throughout the summer months.  Soon, the SBYC grounds will be bursting with delightful color, 
inviting the “Oohs and Ahhs” of  members and guests. 

Throughout the summer months, as the flowers grow and thrive, the weeds do the same.  If  you see SBYC 
volunteers pulling weeds occasionally, don’t hesitate to lend a hand.  Maintenance of  the flower beds is an ongoing 
activity. 

Thank you to PC Pam Murchison and PC Craig Murchison, as well as Wanda Dziwura and Bay Landscaping.

Some of  the flower varieties planted this year:

Flower Planting at SBYC
  ~ Mary Ann Cole, Director

Front Walkway Under the Blue Awning

Bath House North Side Bath House East Side
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Welcome! 

The season is really picking up! We have had many 
new and returning members attend the Club’s 
events this year and we are so excited to keep the 
momentum going in the month of  June.  Ladies’ 
Night will be hosted Thursday, June 3 from 6:00 to 
9:00 pm.  Shopping and dinner with friends is always 
a good time.  

Unfortunately, Venetian Night has been cancelled for 
this year, but hopefully it will be returning next year 
and we look forward to a festive event.  

The SBYC has an annual event, Blessing of  the Fleet, 
that is a great way to kick off  the boating season.  Join 
us for the boat parade or watch from the front lawn 
as the boats are blessed for the season on Sunday, 
June 13.  There is a dinner that follows if  you would 
like to make reservations. 

There will be a Father’s Day cookout Sunday, June 
20.  This is a nice and relaxing way to celebrate our 
special fathers.  Finally, this is a beautiful time of  
year to enjoy the warm weather and flowers.  Join us 
for regularly scheduled music on Saturday evenings.  
Make reservations for dinner and fun.

Basket Raffle: The next gift basket raffle is brought 
to you by Kelly Bernelis.  It will be displayed May 30 
and the winner will be selected June 13.  I will donate 
a basket June 13 and the drawing will be held June 27.  
The baskets will be on display in the Clubhouse lobby.  
Purchase tickets to support your social committee: 
$5 dollars each or 5 tickets for $20 (best value).  We 
use this money to offset expenses for our holiday 
decorations, special events and live music.

Looking forward to seeing everyone soon!

Summer 2021 
SBYC Music Calendar

Saturday, June 5 - Melissa May & Brian Coonan    
 Sponsored by: Barbier

Saturday, June 12 - Josh Ramsey Duo
 Sponsored by: Conley

Saturday, June 19 - Dave Britton Duo     
 Sponsored by: Greenia

Friday, June 25 - Gary Sprung     
 Sponsored by: Humbert 

Saturday, June 26 - Mike Brush & Julie Malady   
 Sponsored by: Spitzer/Reppuhn

Friday, July 2 - Blues Guise          
 Sponsored by: Butts

Saturday, July 10 - Pagel Trio       
 Sponsored by: Loomis/MDL

Saturday, July 17 - Gary Sprung      
 Sponsored by: Kleinert/Humbert

Saturday, July 24 - Cool Lemen Jazz       
 Sponsored by: Klippert

Saturday, July 31 - Joe Balbaugh         
 Sponsored by: Preston/Miller

Saturday, August 7 - Melissa May & Brian Coonan   
 Sponsored by: Vozniak

Saturday, August 14 - Josh Ramsey Duo      
 Sponsored by: Crete

Friday, August 20 - Joe Sloan, aka:Frank Sinatra    
 Sponsored by: G&N/Greve 

Saturday, August 21 - Pagel Trio       
 Sponsored by: Cole

Saturday, August 28 - Blues Guise      
 Sponsored by: Schropp

Saturday, Sept. 4 - Soul Express      
 Sponsored by: Pier 7

Saturday, Sept. 18 - Voortex Jazz & Blues    
 Sponsored by: Dralle

Saturday, Oct 31 - Dueling Pianos   
 Sponsored by: Murchison/Bernelis

Thank you to the members who have sponsored 
music at SBYC!

Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an 
article and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story 
ideas are welcome too!  Send your stories and/or 
photos to THE MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver 
at Lynn9117@gmail.com. If  you have questions, call 
Lynn at 989-737-9117.

From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Beth Klippert
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Kentucky Derby Party 2021
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Flower Planting 2021


