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From the Helm 
 - Dave Klippert, Commodore

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 9

Flower Planting               
Saturday, May 22 

Action Auction             
Friday, May 28

Potluck Breakfast
Saturday, May 29

Evening Live Music
Saturday, May 29

Memorial Day Cookout
Saturday & Sunday, 

May 30 & 31

May 
Hours:

Wednesdays &
Thursdays

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2300

Dinner: 1800 - 2200
Saturdays

Bar: 1500 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1500 - 2100

Cookout: 1600 - 2000

Greetings everyone!  I hope you are all enjoying the spring weather and those 
of  you that are counting down to launch date are on the home stretch with 
your boat maintenance and waxing/polishing. 

 As you are all aware, we recently had a few members 
from our wait and kitchen staff  test positive for COVID 
causing us to have to close the Club for two weeks in 
April, but we were able to re-open recently and are back 
up and running.  Unfortunately, this roller coaster ride 
is a reality of  the times we are living in right now.  For 
the past year, we have all been subjected to a constant 
reminder of  COVID news.  I think we are looking 
forward to the day we no longer have to read or hear 

about another COVID story.  I remain confident we will get there soon, but in 
the meantime, it is important that we take necessary precautions to ensure the 
safety of  our members and staff. 

Hopefully, we can put this recent temporary closure behind us now and 
continue ramping up for the festive summer season.  As the 2021 season gets 
underway, we have a number of  fun events planned and hopefully we can 
start to ease back into having more and more in-person events.  We had our 
Spring Work Party on Saturday, April 24 and it was a huge success.  Over 30 
members showed up to help and we were able to accomplish a lot to get the 
Club in shape for the season.  A big shout out and thank you to Jerry Somalski 
for donating and delivering the stone (30 tons) we used during the work party 
to add all around the seawall.  The day ended with Mark and the staff  putting 
on a great lunch afterwards; it was fun to see so many of  us together in person 
again. 

This is always an exciting time of  the year as the north and south basins begin 
to fill up with boats.  The areas we were unable to complete will be finished at 
the fall work party.  The dock committee has been hard at work and advised 
that all of  the bubblers have been removed, power-washed and ready for 
storage.  We have also done some maintenance on the seawall and repaired 
(welded) 21 cracks in the seawall.  We also have a contractor coming soon to 
address some dock electrical issues.  As it currently stands, we have 55 slips 
filled out of  a total of  107 available.  We all know SBYC is the best spot on the 
river, so if  you know of  a fellow boater that would enjoy all we have to offer, 
encourage them to come visit us and see what they are missing.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Club soon!
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

From the Rear Commodore
  ~ Dennis Bess, Rear Commodore
Hello from the Dock Committee.

It has got to be spring; we have boats in the basins 
of  SBYC!  The first boat arrived on the 15th of  April, 

and that is all it took then 
a few more followed, and 
I got to admit it was a very 
welcoming sight, to say the 
least.  One reminder: you need 
to have current insurance/
dock application papers on 
file with the office prior to 
docking.

I believe we have all the dock deck boards replaced 
that required attention, if  you happen to see 
something that needs addressing, please let us know.  
We still have some electrical work to complete.  
We also have some dock piling work to do with a 
completion date of  May 10.  This will be on north/
south.

A BIG THANK YOU, to my last-minute crew: PC 
Dave Cole, PC Greg Vozniak, Dale Humbert, Mark 
Norton, Terry Bernelis and Tom Barbier for helping 
remove, power wash, coil all the lines and cords on 
our Dock Bubblers.

To a Healthy & Safe Boating season! 

Finally…. SPRING!  As a long winter comes to 
an end, it’s time to look forward to a great boating 
season at SBYC!

The current MDHHS Order continues restrictions 
through May 24.  We are permitted occupancy of  
100 people in the clubhouse with 6 feet of  spacing 

between tables; masks are to 
be worn at all times not seated, 
and the 11:00pm curfew is still 
in effect.  Thanks to everyone 
for their cooperation with these 
mandates.

May promises to be a busy 
month here at The Club.  Boats 
are already starting to find their 
home slips, and the Clubhouse 

is gearing up.  In addition, numerous Club Events are 
scheduled for May:

•	 Our Mother’s Day Brunch will be held on Sunday, 
May 9.  We’ll be doing two seatings; 12:00pm and 
2:30pm.  Reservations for this event are required 
to ensure adequate seating.

•	 Bring your green thumb to our annual Flower 
Planting Party on Saturday, May 15, starting at 
9:00am.  Lunch will be served afterwards.

•	 This year’s Action Auction will be held on Friday, 
May 28.  Members are encouraged to donate 
items for the auction.  It should be a wonderful 
evening!  Please watch for flyers to be sent via 
email.

•	 Our “Potluck Breakfast” is the following day, 
Saturday, May 29, starting at 9:00am.  Bring your 
favorite dish to share.  Later that evening, under 
the tent, “Swaggering Rogues” will be playing 
from 7:00 – 10:00pm.  Should be a great night!

•	 Rounding out the month will be our Memorial 
Day Cookout, held on Sunday and Monday, May 
30 and 31.  Anticipating BEAUTIFUL weather 
with great food and friends!

As always, myself  and the staff  stand ready to assist 
all members with any questions or concerns about 
Club operations.  Have a WONDERFUL May!

Flower Planting - May 22
On Saturday, May 22 at 9:00am, we are looking for 
all of  the extra hands we can get to plant the flowers.  
The beauty of  the club grounds is always breathtaking 
during our summer months and we owe you a thank 
you for always being willing to give us a hand.  As a 
thank you for your help, all volunteers will receive 
a complimentary lunch on Saturday following the 
annual planting.

Please call the club (989)892-5905, sign-up in 
the Clubhouse or 
e-mail club@sbycmi.
com if  you are planning 
on helping.

Bring gloves, kneeling 
pads and towels.  
Hopefully we will also 
need hats and sun 
screen.
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PC John Michutka shared these photos with SBYC 
Historian PC Craig Murchison.  Enjoy this taste of  
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club history!

A Little SBYC History

Past Commodores at 100th Anniversary, 1994 
Blessing of  the Fleet. 
First Row - left to right:  Don Sovey, Sherwood Bradford, 
Sherman O’Dell, Mike Merrill, Carl Gladen, Bert Baum, 
Bob Hafford, Lucius Greve, Harold Spaulding
Second Row - left to right:  Don Hill, Bob Kinney, Fred 
Fletcher, James Van Tiflin, Bill Allsopp, Emory Sharp, Bill 
Boutell, Paul Drzyzga, Arnice Detzler

Time Capsule:
Did you ever wonder what the time capsule 
behind the flag pole looked like before burial? 

Paul Birch pretending he is 
working.  Note the wheel barrow 
is empty.

Foster, Murchison, Greenia:
Three of  the better looking guys in 1996.

North-North:
The annual North-North party when North-North 
slips were full.

Charity Island Harbor:
What Charity Island harbor looked like when it was 
new.
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Spring Work Party 2021
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About Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association
Note from the Editor:  The Saginaw Bay 
Community Sailing Association (SBCSA) seems to 
be one of  the best kept secrets in the Great Lakes 
Bay Region.  As a public service to our members 
who also love the water, here is information about 
this great organization, which was provided by the 
SBCSA volunteer board president, Wanda Dziwura. 
Please share this information with others who may be 
interested. 

PROMOTING SAILING FOR 
EVERYONE
Since 1995, the Saginaw Bay Community Sailing 
Association has been on a mission to make sailing 
affordable and accessible to youth and adults in the 
Great Lakes Bay Region.

SBCSA aims to promote sailing as a lifelong sport 
and to develop teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
self-confidence in all of  their students through 
experiential learning opportunities.

The SBCSA provides summer sailing lessons to 
introduce newcomers to the sport of  sailing and to 
provide training in basic sailing skills and safety on 
the water.  Sailors with some previous experience 
who are looking to improve their skills are also 
welcome.  Lessons consist of  a combination of  
dockside instruction followed immediately by on-the-
water practice.  Only students sail the boats but the 
instructors are always nearby in outboard-powered 
safety boats.

Five levels of  lessons are offered each season: 
Youth Introduction to Sail I & II, Intermediate 
Youth Sailing, Advanced Youth Sailing, and Adult 
Introduction to Sailing.  Students must be at least 8 
years old, able to swim 75 yards without a lifejacket, 
and be able to right a capsized boat.

SBCSA has the Mark Morley Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, with funding provided by Gougeon Brothers. 
The scholarship pays the fees for the youth sailing 
lessons.  Youth who may not have the financial means 
to take lessons can apply.

For more information about SBCSA, you can go to 
their website www.sbcsa.org, call 989-922-7245, or 
reach out to SBYC member Wanda Dziwura.  

SBCSA MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
THROUGH SAILING
“I cannot say enough about how thankful I am for 
everything I was able to do this summer through the 
youth sailing program. It was easily the best summer 
ever, and I’ve learned so much 
from everyone I was able to sail 
with.” -Lillian Molitor, 14.  

Lillian crewed on the season 
champion racing team in the 
Bay City Yacht Club (BCYC) 
Lightning Class, where she was 
recognized with an “Up and 
Coming” award from the fleet. 
Lillian also spent time racing 
in the BCYC Main and Jib Racing Series, crewing on 
boats ranging in size from 26 to 49 feet.

“I’m still wrapping my head around the fact that I 
actually built something I could move in.” – Jacob 
Hyde, 17. 

For the past three 
years, this Youth 
Program graduate 
has been building 
his own sailboat. 
He launched it 
for the first time 
in September 2020 on Saginaw Bay.  His interest 
in sailing started when he was young, voicing an 
interest at age 10 of  building his own boat.  His 
family encouraged him and enrolled him in lessons at 
SBCSA.  Joining the program at age 11, he continued 
with four years of  training, sailing up and down the 
Saginaw River.  On Jacob’s 14th birthday, his family 
gave him a kit to build his own sailboat, a 19-foot 
modified dory with two masts and a rounded hull. 
With a 630-pound limit, the sailboat can comfortably 
carry two to four people.


