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 - Dave Klippert, Commodore

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

Meet the Nominees 
Friday, October 8

Fall Work Party              
Saturday, October 23

Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 23

Trunk or Treet              
Sunday, October 24

MSU vs. U of M       
SBYC Chili Cook Off
Saturday, October 30

Dueling Pianos
Saturday, October 30

October Hours:
Thursdays

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2200

Saturdays
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1500 - 2000

Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

Greetings everyone!  Fall is in full swing now, but with the continued mild 
temperatures this past week, many of  the boaters that are still in the water have 
been able to enjoy a little bit of  an extended boating season.  Hopefully, this 
will continue a while longer before Mother Nature reminds us all that winter is 
coming our way in a few more months.  Until then, I will continue watching all of  
the activity on the water from the Club.

For those of  you who came out to the club for the Commodores’ Celebration last 
month, thank you for your participation.  I know a lot of  work goes into getting 

the clubhouse decorated and planning the ceremony and 
everything went smoothly.  It was nice seeing so many 
past commodores and their spouses come back and be 
recognized.  This is a unique and festive SBYC tradition.

A reminder that with the start of  October, the club hours 
will change and dinner service will now be Thursday 
through Saturday and a Sunday “tailgate” will replace the 
weekly cookout.  October remains a busy month with the 
fall work party on October 23, Trunk or Treat on October 
24 and the annual chili cook-off  on the day of  the UM/

MSU football game (October 30).

For our boating members, if  you have not yet pulled your boat out of  the water, 
remember to schedule your haul-out this month; our dock rules require that all 
boats to be out of  the slips by November 1.  We need to have time to properly 
position the bubblers so we can minimize damage to our docks from the ice.

Finally, we are moving forward with our 
plans to remodel the bar.  The contractor 
plans to begin the renovation at the 
start of  the new year beginning around 
January 4.  As you will recall from a prior 
Masthead, this is the beginning of  a multi-
year project that will include renovations 
to the bar, dining room, windows around 
the perimeter of  the clubhouse, sidewalk 
and dock.  We have formed a capital 
improvement committee to oversee the 
project and capital campaign.  Lynn Weaver 
is chairing the committee and has already 
received some financial commitment for the 
project from a few members.  Expect to hear 
more about the project improvements and 
our financial goals as the capital campaign 
progresses. 

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather!
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
As summer winds to a close, it’s time to get ready 
for cool, comfortable Autumn weather!  There are 
quite a few events planned for October at SBYC!           

Here’s what’s going on….

•	  Friday, October 8: “Meet 
the Nominees Night.”  In ad-
dition to the opportunity to 
speak with our potential Board 
nominees, we will have our full 
menu available for dinner.  The 
evening kicks off  at 5:00pm

•	Saturday, October 23:  The 
Fall Work Party begins at 9:00am with danishes, cof-
fee and juice, followed by lunch at 12:00pm, as well 
as “adult beverages” throughout the cleanup effort.

•	 After we wrap up the Work Party in the morning, 
join us for Oktoberfest during the evening starting 
at 5:00pm.  Harry has put together an outstanding 
German-based buffet, available starting at 6:00pm.  
A live polka band will be playing starting at 6:00pm.

•	 Sunday, October 24: “Trunk or Treat” in the 
Main Dining Room.  The Tailgate will be available 
in the Clubhouse starting at 4:00pm, with bar ser-
vice from 3:00-8:00pm

•	 Saturday, October 30:  The Annual SBYC Chili 
Cook-Off  / MSU vs. U of  M Football game.  Still 
waiting on game time – we will notify everyone 
once we have it.

•	 Following the Chili Cook-Off, we will be featuring 
“Dueling Pianos” in the Main Dining Room. 

Sign-up sheets are located in the Club House, or call 
(989) 892-5905 to make reservations. 

Now that we are into October, Clubhouse hours 
will be changing.  We will be closed on Wednesdays 
and our Sunday Cook-Out will no longer be served; 
however, we will be bringing back our “Sunday 
Tailgate” every Sunday.  The bar will be open from 
3:00pm until 8:00pm, with our buffet out from 
4:00pm until 7:30pm. No reservations are needed – 
just come out and cheer on your favorite team!

Finally, the deadline for boat removal is November 1.  
Water will be shut off  on October 29 in order to clear 
the lines in anticipation of  freezing temperatures.  
Please contact me with any questions.

From the Treasurer
  ~ Jason Reese, Treasurer
Each Fall, it is the duty of  the Finance Committee to 
review the August-to-August Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) changes for the Michigan 
area and recommend any 
changes to our membership 
dues.  Establishing the 
membership dues for the 
upcoming year is the first 
step of  the annual budgeting 
process.  I really appreciate the 
work from Business Manager 
Ashley and General Manager 

Mark as we review income and expense results for 
2021 and begin forecasting for 2022.    I also would 
like to thank the members of  the finance committee 
this year:  Jaimie Nichols, Bruce Weiss, and J. Michael 
Butts.  

After review of  our year-to-date financial 
performance and drastic increases to the Michigan 
area Consumer Price index, the Finance Committee 
recommended a targeted 3% increase in membership 
dues for all membership classifications.  This will 
be the first dues increase since before the national 
COVID pandemic started in 2020.  The BOD 
unanimously supported this recommendation during 
the September 2021 BOD meeting.  

After applying the rounding up rules of  SBYC By-
Law Article III, Section 2, full members will see a 
$4/month increase ($48 annual increase) and social 
members will see a $3/month increase ($36 annual 
increase).  Effective January 1, 2022, the monthly 
membership dues for full members will be $122, and 
social membership dues will be $83.  

In closing, I would like to reinforce the commitment 
of  transparency and my availability to answer any 
questions regarding the club financial position.  If  
you have any questions or ideas regarding our club 
finances, feel free to contact me, or any of  the finance 
committee to discuss.  I hope to see you enjoying the 
fall season at SBYC.  



The Masthead      Page 3                  October 2021

From the Rear Commodore
  ~ Dennis Bess, Rear Commodore
Happy October from the Dock Committee!  With 
October comes cooler weather, shorter days, 
trees beginning to change colors, boats starting to 
disappear for winter storage and WIND!  Looking to 

the brighter side, we’re looking 
forward to spring 2022 with 
the Dock Applications being 
sent with your statement.  
Please return your application 
and deposit as soon as possible 
to reserve your favorite dock.  
We hope everyone will be 
returning, and proud to say we 

have already received some new member request for 
docks.  

The club has experienced some growth and look 
forward to adding more dock holders in 2022!  The 
committee is looking at all docks for repairs and 
improvements for 2022, with your application there 
is space for comments.  Please add a comment if  you 
have something that needs attention, and we will do 
our best to accommodate.

On the morning of  September 22, the club 
experienced high winds and near record high water 
level of  584.0 with the highest on record 584.03 on 
January 11, 2020.   That height is measured at the 
Essexville station that was established in August of  
1977.  Water covered all docks, dry storage area was 
full, the front yard was covered to the flagpole, and 
many dock boxes were afloat.  You may have noticed 
your dock box was pulled to higher ground.  I would 
ask when returning your box to its location consider 
fastening it to the seawall so it can’t float away.  If  you 
need assistance or ideas of  how to attach, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  We did have a few boats with some 
damage and minor damage to dock boards/cleats, 
however the club house stayed dry!
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From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Beth Klippert & Kelly Bernelis  
I hope everyone is enjoying the gorgeous weather.  
Our SBYC social committee has purchased 
three outdoor heaters for the patio.  They look 
beautiful and they will certainly cozy up the air while 
we eat dinner and enjoy the music on Friday and 

Saturday nights.  We 
have also purchased 
new decorations for 
the centerpieces and 
entrance.

We would like to thank 
everyone who has 
purchased tickets for 
the basket raffles and to 
those who have helped 

by donating baskets.  This money is being used to 
help improve the club’s atmosphere with decorations, 
music and events. 

Thank you to our recent baskets: 

Julie Humbert for donation/Congratulations to Ron 
View                                                     

Mary Ann Cole for donation/Congratulations to Ron 
Fitzmaurice

The latest donation is 
from Wanda Dziwura 
and it is in the Club’s 
lobby.  It is a wonderful 
basket filled with 
products from all of  
our downtown local 
businesses.  Tickets are 
on sale now.  One for 
$5 or five for $20.

On Saturday, October 
23rd the Club has 
our Fall Cleanup.  We hope to see many volunteers 
here to help with outdoor cleaning. In addition to 
the cleanup, we are excited to host a new event, 
OKTOBERFEST, that evening.  This event will 
help celebrate the end of  the summer season.  The 
social committee has booked a Polka Band and we 
are looking forward to a fantastic evening.  More 
information will be coming soon. 

Take care and see you soon.

AMERICA’S 
BOATING COURSE

Covering the Fundamentals of  Safe Boating, 
Federal and State Laws, Equipment, Finding 

your way, Charts, Adverse Conditions, 
Communications, Knots/Lines, More

***Course qualifies the applicant for the 
Michigan Boater Certification***

Classes will be held on Wednesday nights 
from 

7:00 - 9:00 pm for five weeks and 
will start on October 20, 2021.

Location:  
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

2313 Weadock Hwy in Essexville

Cost: 
$30.00/student including an excellent manual.

$40/couple sharing manual.

The classroom setting encourages extensive 
dialog in which the instructor can transfer much 

of  his boating experience to the student. 

Individuals with interest please contact Craig 
Murchison, 989-295-0810 or 

cbmurch2@gmail.com.

OF SAGINAW BAY

Also known as Saginaw Bay 
Sail and Power Squadron
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Dancing on the Lawn
The Labor Day Weekend featured live music on 
Saturday, September 4, with Soul Xpress.
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Dancing on the Lawn



The Masthead      Page 7                  October 2021

Dancing on the Lawn

Both the Appledore and 
the Princess Wenonah 
cruised by SBYC and was 
able to enjoy just a bit of 
Soul Xpress’s live music  
performance!

As usual, the SBYC staff 
outdid themselves with 

outstanding service!


