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From the Helm 
 - Ric Fletcher, Commodore

The Mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique 
ommunity of individuals 
with shared values 
and common interests 
in an atmosphere of 
friendship and mutual 
respect.  A family of 
great people serving 
great people in a safe, 
nautical atmosphere.  As 
we have for generations 
- we stand tall and proud 
along the water and 
welcome all who would 
join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.

JANUARY
HOURS:

Thursdays
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Flatbreads & More: 
1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturdays
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1500 - 2000

Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

Happy 2022 to all of  our members and staff.  I am very excited to take 
over the role of  Commodore from PC Klippert.  As we head into 2022, 
there will be some new and old faces stepping into Flag and Director 
positions.  Past Flag members Jason Reese and Jamieson Poirier have 

stepped down from their positions and will be 
missed.  They were invaluable for their knowledge 
and contributions to the club.  I want to thank them 
for their guidance of  the club and membership.  
Mike Butts will be the new Treasurer, Mary Ann 
Cole is the new Secretary, and Jerry Preston is the 
Rear Commodore. 

Under PC Klippert’s guidance, we have initiated a 
rather large capital improvement project.  Many of  

the areas of  the club will get a much-needed facelift.  PC Klippert and wife 
Beth were the chairpersons that undertook the bar remodel project.  As we 
were only open one day, when Mark tore down the old bar and set up our 
new temporary space in the dining room.  I ask for your patience as the 
new spaces begin to take shape.  

Once the bar is finished, we are on to replacing the old windows and lower 
walls around the perimeter of  the building.  This will help cut down on 
glare and keep our heat inside where it belongs.  Once again, our Manager 
Mark will coordinate with the contractor to ensure that optimum seating is 
available.  Between Bruce Weiss and Lynn Weaver, they have stepped in to 
spearhead the project.  Bruce has taken on the title of  Project Manager for 
the duration and Lynn with fund raising.  Thank you to all of  those who 
have generously donated to the cause and anyone else who would like to 
help can contact Lynn for options. 

I want to thank PC Klippert for his leadership and dedication during 
his term.  Also to Manager Mark Piganelli for his guidance of  the club 
through some very tough times, that I’m sure have taxed his resolve.  We 
are in the process of  forming our committees and always look to the 
members for guidance.  If  you would like to serve on one of  these, please 
reach out.  Once again, very excited for the opportunity to serve our club 
in the coming year.  

See you at the Club.
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From the Rear Commodore
  ~ Dennis Bess, Rear Commodore
Happy New Year from the Dock Committee:

Well, no snow for our grandkids Christmas or ice 
for ice fisherman saddens me, but it also means 

NO bubblers eating ice or 
electricity yet!

The Dock Committee met 
and assigned docks for 2022, 
see the updated map on the 
club house bulletin board.  
Reminder to get your renewed 
proof  of  insurance to office 
when received.  Any questions, 
please ask.

We currently have some floaters and ridged docks 
available, so encourage your boating friends to check 
out what SBYC has to offer.  One of  the Dock 
Committees goals for 2022 is revitalizing North/
North so stay tuned…

Approximately 135 days till launch !!

Look forward to seeing everyone at the Club.

During this year of  extraordinary need, again SBYC 
showed our community how much we care.  Because 
of  our generosity, again our annual Coats for Kids 
collection was an overwhelming success.  55 winter 
coats, 13 snow pants, and also many hats, gloves, and 
mittens were delivered to the Salvation Army.  The 
Salvation Army is a “front line” resource, working 
directly with families in need.  The Salvation Army is 
so very grateful to SBYC.  Many thanks to everyone 
who donated!

2021 Coats for Kids:
Thank You SBYC!
  ~ Mary Ann Cole & Jamie Nichols  

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
With 2021 “in the books,” it’s time to look towards 
2022 with great optimism for a fantastic new year at 
SBYC!  Our Mission Statement remains the same…..

“The staff  of  the Saginaw 
Bay Yacht Club will honor a 
‘Commitment beyond Service’ 
by consistently meeting or 
exceeding the expectations 
of  our members and guests 
through; accommodating, 
pleasant, service-orientated 
attitudes; quality preparation of  
quality goods; high standards of  

facilities housekeeping and maintenance.”

Bar renovations are underway!  The update is 
scheduled to be finished by mid-February.  Until that 
time, all restaurant/bar operations will be shifted to 
the Main Dining Room and The Porch area.  We will 
continue to be open Wednesday through Sunday, 
offering Flatbreads on Thursdays, regular dining 
on Fridays and Saturdays and our “Tail Gate” every 
Sunday. Please refer to Page One of  the Masthead for 
our hours of  operations.

For those slip holders who have not already done 
so, please ensure that you get your 2022 Application 
submitted as soon as possible, along with your current 
insurance information.  This is crucial so that we can 
complete the 2022 dock assignments in accordance 
with member’s preferences.

Thanks to all who booked their holiday gatherings 
with us – your continued support really goes a long 
way towards contributing to successful Clubhouse 
operations.  We always stand ready to assist in 
your event planning, including business meetings, 
luncheons, dinners, or receptions. 

I would like to extend special “thank you” to Kelly 
Bernelis and Beth Klippert who, as co-persons of  the 
Social Committee, spent a great deal of  time raising 
money through basket raffles which, in turn, enabled 
them to make some much needed décor purchases for 
the Clubhouse.  Again…. Thanks!
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From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Beth Klippert & Kelly Bernelis  
Hello and Happy New Year 2022!! 

We are excited to begin a new year as the SBYC social 
committee co-chairs.  This year is bringing many new 
changes extending from last year’s events. 

First of  all, our basket raffles were a huge success.  
We had many volunteer efforts from the social 

committee and 
members of  the club 
to support fundraising.  
This allowed us 
to purchase new 
heaters for the patio, 
decorations for all 
seasons, and money to 
support some of  our 
great music for the club.  

We want to thank every member of  SBYC and their 
guests who purchased tickets, sponsored music, and 
donated baskets for the raffle.  We appreciate all of  you.  

We are happy to announce that Jill Dralle won “The 
Basket Full of  Cheer” donated by Jerry Somalski.  
Congrats Jill!  Enjoy!  And a big thanks to Jerry for 
his donation.

Ladies’ Night was fabulous and well received.  The 
vendors were pleased and gave their interest to return 
this year.  Get ready ladies to bring your friends and 
join in the fun! 

We introduced a new event with Octoberfest and 
it was well received.  The Polka music was a nice 
addition and it was great seeing the dance floor full.  
We will plan to continue this event. 

The Christmas Party brought many past and new 
members to the club and everyone enjoyed the 
formal attire.  We received many compliments on the 
beautiful lights and decor throughout the club. 

One of  our new highlighted events this year will be 
creating a SBYC Club Cookbook in which members 
can submit their favorite recipes to the club and 
have them published.  Please submit by March 17 to 
Kelly Bernelis or Beth Klippert.  Paper copy could 
be accepted to the main office.  Cookbooks will be 
released according to publishing dates. 

We allocated the remaining funds from our basket 
raffles to purchase new furniture to update the 
entrance and welcome the club members and guests.  

Please enjoy!  

From your Social Committee, we look forward to 
seeing you and celebrating the Club in the new year 
of  2022.  It’s going to be a great one!! 

From the Treasurer
  ~ J. Michael Butts, Treasurer
Greetings one and all from the Treasurer’s desk.  
This is my first Masthead article as your new Club 
Treasurer.  I will try to live-up to the standards 
established by my predecessor – Jason Reese.  Jason 
and I have worked closely together the past two years 
and especially so this past year with my position as 
Finance Committee Chair.

I want to begin by thanking 
Jason for his years of  service to 
our club as the Treasurer.  He 
demonstrated dedication to the 
club, a solid grasp of  financial 
management and applied sound 
principles to his stewardship of  
our fiscal resources.  Jason has 
set the performance bar high. 

In addition, our outgoing Flag is leaving the club in a 
very good financial state as we enter 2022.  I wish to 
thank the Flag officers for outstanding leadership and 
guidance throughout their tenure. 

Our club operating budget was approved by the board 
at the December meeting.  And while conservative, 
we feel the budget is an honest reflection of  what we 
can expect for the coming-year.  And speaking of  the 
coming year, January will see the start of  our Capital 
Improvement Project with the most visible change 
being a total renovation of  our bar area, including a 
new knee wall and windows across the entire front of  
the clubhouse.  Your generous contributions to this 
campaign have provided the funds necessary to allow 
us to move forward with the project. 

The year 2022 begins with confidence and a 
commitment to growing and improving our club.

Please continue to support the club at every 
opportunity while showing patience and 
understanding while our construction project 
is underway.  It will be worth any amount of  
inconvenience in the end – SBYC will continue to be 
a great place to gather with friends and family and 
celebrate our lifestyle.  See ya at the club!
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Progress Report on Capital Project
  ~ Bruce Weiss, Project Manager
Hello SBYC Members,

It’s me again.  Just a quick update on the construction 
end of  the capital campaign.  As reported last month, 
the front sidewalks from the club to the guest dock 
were completed.  Since then, Bay Landscaping has 

put the finishing touches 
on restoration.  Because the 
sidewalks elevations were 
raised, topsoil was needed to 
match along the edges of  the 
planting beds.  Bay Landscaping 
performed that work in the 
bitter cold.  I mean, really cold.  
Kudos to Jerry and his staff  
for braving these elements.  
At the same time, the crew 

also removed approximately 400 bricks from north 
edge of  the patio lounge area and regraded the base 
underneath by adding sand fill.  They then reset the 
bricks to the proper elevation matching them to the 
new sidewalk elevations.  It was very tedious work and 
a job well done.  I watched it happen from inside the 
club while staying hydrated.

Phase 2 of  the capital campaign will be the renovation 
of  the bar area.  Per the contractor, Dave Skrocki, the 
work will commence on January 4 and be complete 
by February 15.   During this time, the club will still 
be full service but will be confined to the dining room 
area.  Mark has made plans and will be setting up the 
dining room to accommodate both food and beverage 
operations.  The bar area will be cordoned off  to 
eliminate construction debris from migrating through 
the rest of  the building.  Please refrain from entering 
the construction area when visiting the building.

This past Wednesday night (12/29), the House 
Committee met to discuss the proposal received from 
Pumford Construction for the walls and windows.  
The proposal includes the removal of  the existing 
“patio glass walls” from the Commodores Lounge, 
the bar area, the patio area, and the dining room.  The 
proposed construction for the new walls will be a 26” 
high block knee wall, with glass windows extending 
to the ceiling.  The mullion bars, that currently exist, 
will go away making the view of  the sunsets more 
panoramic.  The committee discussed the various 
options that were in the proposal and decisions 

were made on color and tint for the windows.  The 
block knee wall will be painted on both the outside 
and inside.  There are many options to painting the 
inside wall to make it decorative and pleasing to the 
eye.  The Committee will be considering painting 
the existing masonry on the outside of  the building 
so that the color is the same around all four sides.  
Construction is anticipated to begin March 28 and be 
complete by April 22, weather permitting.     

Now, the really good news!!!!  For the first three 
phases, we are still in budget set by the board when 
this project was put together.  Actually, we are doing 
even better than that because Pumford’s proposal 
includes removal and replacement of  the dining 
room windows.  The replacement of  these windows 
was originally included in the Phase 4 budget for the 
Dining Room Renovations.  The House Committee, 
along with the Planning Committee, are coming up 
with great ideas and schemes for the dining room 
area.  I am sure it will look fabulous.

This Campaign is moving along very well because our 
club has amazing members.  Lynn Weaver’s report, in 
this Masthead, will show how amazing we are.  But we 
are not done yet.  For those of  you that have pledged, 
thank you very much.  Please send in your pledge if  
you haven’t done so.  (Or Lynn is going to call you!!!  
LOL!!!)  For those who have not pledged, please 
consider doing so.  We want all of  our members to 
enjoy the club even more than they do now once 
these projects are completed.  The size of  your pledge 
does not matter.  It’s the fact that YOU are part of  
this great undertaking. 

One more thing.  I would like to personally thank 
the staff  and members who put up the Christmas 
decorations.   They were amazing.

I wish you all a safe and Happy New Year!!!!!   May 
God bless you and your family. 
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Gifts as of 1-1-22
Level Range Number Total Confirmed Total Received

Admiral $15,000 + 4 $65,000 $50,000
Commodore $10,000 - $14,999 1 $10,000 $10,000
Captain $5,000 - $9,999 8 $40,000 $25,000
Commander $2,500 - $4,999 10 $26,500 $22,500
First Mate $1,000 - $2,499 24 $25,100 $23,100
Burgee $500 - $999 16 $8,200 $6,700
Fleet Up to $499 6 $1,250 $1,250

TOTAL 69 $176,050 $138,550

 

2021 Capital Project Funding Update
  ~ Lynn Weaver, Capital Project Fundraising Chair
SBYC club members are the absolute BEST!  
Together, we have raised over $176,000 so far toward 
our $200,000 goal for our capital project.  We still 
have more to go and we are secretly (well, not so 
secret now) hoping to go over goal.  If  so, we could 
be doing additional projects … maybe even the 
bathrooms?! 

Many thanks for all those who have given and if  you 
are still considering, there is a repeat of  the project 
overview is on page 6 and 7 of  this issue, and a 
donation form is below, too. 

If  you have questions, please contact Lynn Weaver at 
989-737-9117 or lynn9117@gmail.com.  

Remember, it is because YOU – 
our amazing members – that this 
project is being made possible!   

SBYC Capital Project 2021 
Committee Members:
Lynn Weaver
Bruce Weiss
Jim Nichols
Scott Schropp

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
Capital Project 2021

Donation Form

Name __________________________________________________________________

Gift Amount $_________________

 My check is enclosed.  *Checks can be made payable to SBYC – Capital Project 2021

 I will send my gift by ______________________________________________________

 Other __________________________________________________________________

 Giving Levels
 Admiral   $15,000 +
 Commodore   $10,000 - $14,999
 Captain      $5,000 - $9,999
 Commander   $2,500 - $4,999
 First Mate   $1,000 - $2,499
 Burgee    $500 - $999
 Fleet    Up to $499

Please return to the SBYC Office.
Mail: SBYC, P.O. Box 45, Essexville, MI 48732
Email: club@sbycmi.com
Fax: (989) 892-0401
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SBYC Capital Update Project ... Renovate, Refresh, Revitalize 
It’s been many years since SBYC had any major 
renovations done.  Just like our homes, it comes a 
time to renovate, refresh and revitalize.  Now is the 
time to create an up-to-date look for the pleasure and 
comfort of  current members, as well as to encourage 
prospective members to join our SBYC family.
We have five major areas we want to tackle first, 
which will improve our clubhouse and riverside 
grounds. 
BAR AREA
The bar is one of  the most popular areas of  the 
club and is often an area providing visitors their 
first impression.  This project will create an updated 
modern look for our members, while improving 
bartender efficiency and expanding inventory options, 
including more draft beer and wine selections.  A 
clean, classic design will be fitting for years to come.
Scope of  the Project:
• Bar with foot rail and granite countertop
• Cabinets, wine rack, mirror and liquor shelving 
• Refreshed ceiling with LED lighting
• New furniture including bar stools and tables/

chairs in bar area
• Additional TV behind the bar 
• Revamping of  air/heat duct for more even air 

flow
• Professional designer placement of  burgees in the 

Commodore’s Lounge
Benefits
• The large mirror will allow people seated there 

to see the beautiful view behind them.  The knot 
display that has traditionally been placed behind 
the bar will be relocated within the clubhouse.

• New bar top that is attractive and durable 
• Three levels of  shelving for display of  liquor 

bottles, plus wider bottom shelf  for added work 
space.

• Larger liquor cabinet with built-in locking 
mechanism 

• Attractive wine rack that has hideaway doors that 
close and lock at night.

• Rearranged space under the bar for efficiency of  
service and more shelving for storage.

• POS system moved out of  bar area, reducing 
congestion and increasing the attractiveness of  
the bar area.

• Energy efficient LED lighting

CLUBHOUSE RIVER VIEW 
After years of  use, the current windows and 
aluminum walls across the front and around the sides 
of  the club has reached the end of  its lifespan, as 
well as not being energy efficient.  Our replacement 
windows will be insulated glass with a high R-factor, 
resulting in energy savings and better temperature 
control.  The windows will have larger panes of  
glass for an even better view.  The wall supporting 
the windows will be replaced with insulated 6-inch 
stud walls that will enclose the current support poles, 
which will ensure solid support and look great.  
Scope of  the Project:
• Replace windows and supporting wall all across 

the front and sides of  the building
Benefits:
• Energy efficiency and ability for more 

temperature control in summer and winter
• Attractive appearance from both inside and 

outside of  clubhouse
FRONT WALKWAY
The SBYC concrete sidewalks in front of  the building 
is overdue for repair and the plan is to use this 
opportunity to upgrade it, as well.  This will assist 
with safety issues and improve the overall pleasure of  
members as they walk along and enjoy our beautiful 
flower beds.
Scope of  the Project:
• Sidewalk in front of  club house will be replaced 

and widened.  
• Sidewalk to guest dock will be replaced and raised 

to a slightly higher and even elevation.   
Benefits
• Improve appearance of  club and eliminate trip 

hazards
DINING AREA
Our main dining room is the focal point for club 
and member events.  It’s been many years since its 
decorating scheme was put into place.  In addition, 
the carpeting is in need of  replacement.  We plan 
to transform the dining room into a key feature of  
SBYC with a brand-new classic look.  
Scope of  the Project:
• New flooring, paint and lighting in the main 

dining room
Benefits:
• An updated, brighter and more contemporary 

environment worthy of  any club event or member 
wedding, shower or party.
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GUEST DOCK
We know the importance of  curb appeal, and the 
Saginaw River is the curb to our waterfront entrance.  
Updating the guest dock, will keep the club looking 
sharp and inviting for both members and prospective 
members.  New seating on the dock will be perfect 
for watching the magnificent sunsets or awesome 
freighters passing by. 
Scope of  the Project:
• New decking and lights
• Repaint and update sign
• New updated seating
Benefits
• Improved appearance and functionality of  the 

SBYC waterfront entrance

SBYC Capital Update Project ... continued from page 6

BUDGET  

Bar Area     $53,000
Clubhouse River View   $75,000
Front Walkways   $7,000
Dining Area    $50,000
Guest Dock    $15,000

TOTAL    $200,000

Giving Levels
Admiral   $15,000 +
Commodore   $10,000 - $14,999
Captain      $5,000 - $9,999
Commander   $2,500 - $4,999
First Mate   $1,000 - $2,499
Burgee    $500 - $999
Fleet    Up to $499
*Checks can be made payable to SBYC – Capital Project 2021
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SBYC Christmas Party 2021


