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From the Helm 
 - Ric Fletcher, Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals with shared values and common 
interests in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual respect.  A family 
of great people serving great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  As 
we have for generations - we stand tall and proud along the water and 
welcome all who would join us in the pursuit of enjoyment and fun.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
SKEG Night

Thursday, March 24

SBYC Annual Meeting
Friday, April 8

Kids Easter Egg Hunt 
and Easter Brunch

Sunday, April 17

Spring Work Party
Saturday, April 23

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 7

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 8

Spring Flower Planting
Saturday, May 21

MARCH HOURS:
Thursdays

Bar: 1700 - 2200
Flatbreads & More: 

1800 - 2100

Fridays 
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Saturdays
Bar: 1700 - 2200

Dinner: 1800 - 2100 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1500 - 2000

Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

Happy March to all.  Things are progressing on the Club Capital 
Improvement Project.  I can’t thank the members enough for the 
generous donations that keep rolling in and to the committee members 
that drive this.  As with all projects of  this size, modifications to 

original plans happen as items are discovered.  
Since the original construction of  the club, 
several additions and enclosures were made.  
Some not done so well.  Thanks to the 
guidance from Pumford Construction, we are 
correcting them so members will be able to 
enjoy the Club for years to come.  The Dining 
Room Remodel Committee continues to work 
on the dining room renovation and is making 

great progress.  Once again thank you for your patience. 

Last month’s Board meeting was very productive.  New members 
are getting acquainted with the procedures and Committee chairs are 
assuming their new duties.  One of  the biggest items is updating the 
by-laws to make things less complicated and easier to understand.  
This is no small task.  The finished product should be done in time for 
the annual meeting. 

The Club Directory is wrapping up and Ashley is looking for any last-
minute changes.  The Social Committee has booked music for the year 
and is looking for sponsors.  Mark continues to keep things rolling 
even with us throwing wrenches into his plans.  I am very happy with 
our Board and Flag Officers’ contributions and look forward to a 
fantastic year.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with your concerns.  
Thank you and happy March. 
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From the Rear Commodore
  ~ Jerry Preston, Rear Commodore
March is here and soon we will be in the water.  I am 
delighted to be able to serve our club as your Rear 
Commodore and look forward to the excitement of  
all of  the club improvements.

Attracting new members is a key element in our club’s 
prosperity and the Membership Committee under the 

guidance of  its Chairman, Terry 
Bernelis, is working diligently.

At a recent Board Meeting the 
discussion came up: “Can we 
advertise for new members?”  It 
was thought that our federal not 
for profit exemption prohibited 
us from advertising for new 
members.  We were pleased 

that PC Klippert provided the Board with a written 
opinion that we could advertise for new members 
– if  we met certain conditions.  SBYC meets those 
conditions.

Here is some of  what I learned: 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club holds an IRS as a 
501(c)(7) non-profit “Social Club” tax exemption.  
There are 29 various IRS 501(c)(xx) non-profit 
organizations recognized by the IRS.  Most of  us are 
familiar with organizations that hold an IRS 501(c)(3) 
status.  These are organized exclusively for religious, 
charitable, scientific, literary or educational purposes.  
Your contributions to these organizations are tax-
deductible.  Some of  you are familiar with 501(c)(6) 
organizations.  These are “Business Leagues” like the 
Chamber of  Commerce, Business Organizations or 
Professional Associations organized for the benefit of  
the business interests of  their members.

A 501(c)(7) Social Club’s central purpose is to provide 
benefits for its members.  It must be organized 
for pleasure, recreation, and other non-profitable 
purposes and among other things provide the 
opportunity for members to commingle and engage 
in personal contact.  The SBYC Mission aligns very 
well with the IRS requirement. 

The question is: “Although we can advertise for new 
members, should we?”  The Membership Committee 
is examining this issue.  It seems that membership 
longevity is held by those members that recognize 

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Although March is supposed to “Come in Like a 
Lion,” it appears we might (just might) be able to 
enjoy some early spring weather this year.

With the warming weather and melting ice, outdoor 
and dock maintenance will begin with a vengeance!  

Although it was a relatively mild 
winter, there is much to be done 
– dock repairs, grounds work 
and, of  course, getting the Patio 
ready for spring.

Bar renovations are nearing 
completion.  Once finished, we 
will shift operations back to the 
bar and be able to reopen all 
Lounge spaces.  Thanks to PC 

Dave Klippert, Bruce Weiss (project manager), Lynn 
Weaver and all of  the generous donations from our 
members for making this a reality.

Our first (and oldest) Club Event, SKEG Night, will 
be held on Thursday, March 24.  We are planning a 
Surf  & Turf  Dinner, followed by “Casino Night.”  
Please stop by or call the Club House to make your 
reservations.

We will continue our regular dinner hours of  Friday 
and Saturday, as well as our Thursday “Flatbreads, 
Plus…) and our Sunday “Tail Gate.”  March Madness 
is getting underway, so come out and enjoy great 
food, friends, and college hoops.

As always, the staff  at SBYC stands ready to assist 
in planning of  any type of  event you might be 
considering.  Feel free to call and inquire into open 
dates and menu options.

the value of  the amenities of  the SBYC and the 
relationship we have with our members.  It appears 
as if  the best membership recruitment is from our 
members encouraging their friends and acquaintances 
to become members, not just because SBYC has 
space to dock a boat (marinas provide that service), 
but because of  all the amenities and opportunities the 
club provides for its members. 

See you at the Club.
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From the Treasurer
  ~ J. Michael Butts, Treasurer

SAVE THE DATE
SBYC Action Auction

Friday, May 27

From the Grounds Chair
  ~ John Hebert, Grounds Chair

March greetings my friends and fellow boaters.  
Spring draws ever nearer; I can almost smell boat wax 
and hear murmurs and music from the patio. 

Yes, Spring is almost here, but not just yet.  We still 
have winter weather to contend with, along with our 

ongoing Capital Campaign.

Have you visited the club 
recently?  Peeked behind the 
curtain at the new bar area?  
This question leads to – have 
you visited the club lately?  Had 
dinner and drinks, attended any 
of  the winter events that Mark, 
and the staff  work so tirelessly to 

bring about?  At its core this is about supporting your 
club, whether a full dock-holder or a social member, 
get out and visit the club.

My role as your treasurer is to assist with the 
management of  finances as approved by the board 
in the best interest of  the club and ensuring we stay 
within our approved budget.  As such I live by the 
motto “When your outgo exceeds your income, your 
upkeep will be your downfall.”  We need that income 
to exceed our “outgo” each and every month.

We began our new fiscal year in January and the 
financials looked pretty good for the month.  Dues 
were paid, dock fees had been paid, the Capital 
Campaign funds were stable.  Most of  that revenue 
was recognized in Q3 and Q4 of  2021, with some 
pledges and contributions still flowing-in.  Now we 
start writing checks to pay for the improvements. 

One point of  note is our ever-increasing cost of  
providing services to you, our members.  If  you’ve 
been to the store or bought gas lately, you know 
prices are rising steadily.  This also impacts Mark 
and Harry as they prepare menus and plan special 
events.  Food costs impact our club just as surely as 
they impact you and your family.  I can promise you 
that our management team is working very hard to 
provide the excellent quality and service that you 
expect.  But that comes with a cost.  So, if  you see a 
slight price increase in food cost or your beverage of  
choice, please don’t be alarmed or think we’re raising 
prices just because we can.  We can’t let our outgo 
exceed our income. 
Think Spring Thoughts.

Greetings to all my fellow SBYC members.  I 
hope that the winter has been pleasant and kind 
to everyone and that you are getting ready for the 
upcoming season at the club.  I would like to thank 

you for allowing me to serve as 
a new board member and I look 
forward to contributing what 
I can to help make the club a 
continued success. 

As you may know, I will be 
taking on the chair position of  
the Grounds committee and 
am currently working on a plan 

for activities, improvements, etc. to the club grounds 
for the 2022 season. My goal is to make the area a 
welcome and appealing environment for the members 
to gather and relax.  The upcoming spring cleanup 
and planting is in need of  volunteers and as always, 
helping is what makes our club work.  I welcome any 
and all ideas or suggestions for the upcoming season 
in regards to making the club and its surrounding 
areas an enjoyable experience for all.  Please feel 
free to contact me with anything you think that can 
improve the grounds at the club. 

I will keep you posted with improvements and 
activities concerning the grounds.  Thank you for 
your support and let’s have a great 2022 season at 
SBYC!

SAVE THE DATE
Action Auction 

Friday, May 27
A great evening of competitive shopping, 

raffles, good food and wonderful company!
Watch the Masthead for more details 

on how you can participate – donate an 
item or service, buy raffle tickets, 

attend the event and bid on items.

SAVE THE DATE
SBYC Action Auction

Friday, May 27
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From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Beth Klippert, Co-Chair  
Hello!  March is coming in like a lion, so let’s hope it 
goes out like a lamb and brings some pleasant weather 
for the spring ahead of  us.  We are looking forward 
to seeing everyone coming out to the Club to enjoy 

good food and friendship.

February was an eventful month 
and many of  our members 
enjoyed the Souper Bowl soup 
cookoff  and the Valentine’s Day 
dinner with music. 

We are happy to announce 
that there will be Music on the 

Patio again this year and Julie Humbert is lining up 
entertainment.  We really appreciate our members that 
sponsor an evening to make the club a special place 
to be.  If  you would like to sponsor entertainment 
or help by donating toward a shared sponsor for an 
evening, please let Julie know.  She has a wonderful 
list to choose from. 

We are also excited that the basket raffles will 
continue through the spring.  Coming soon there will 
be a March basket, “Basket of  Luck”, and it will be 
filled with some wonderful goodies for all to enjoy.  
Again, we want to thank all the members that have 
donated baskets or purchased tickets.  It is always fun 
to participate to see if  you will be the lucky winner.  
Your participation is so helpful.  If  you would like 
to join in donating a 
basket, please contact Beth 
Klippert, Kelly Bernelis, 
or call the SBYC office.  
With that announcement, 
let’s thank Ric and Linda 
Fletcher for donating 
the “Basket of  Love” in 
February.  Dean Woods 
was the lucky winner – 
Congratulations!

We are putting together 
some of  our member’s 
favorite recipes so that 
we can share them in a 
published SBYC cookbook.  
More information to come 
in the future, but if  you 

would like to submit a recipe contact the office or the 
social committee chairs, Beth or Kelly.

The annual Skeg Night will be Thursday, March 
24.  Mark your calendars, gentleman!  This event is 
sponsored so that the men can enjoy entertainment 
and camaraderie.  Look for announcements about the 
event from Mark Piganelli.  Please sign-up or call the 
office to make reservations. 

BELOW:
The beautiful 
new SBYC lobby 
furnishings 
provided with the 
proceeds from the 
Social Committee 
basket raffles.

LEFT:
Congratulations to 
Dean Woods who 
was the winner of 
the “Basket of Love” 
raffle!  
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Progress Report on Capital Project
  ~ Bruce Weiss, Project Manager

Happy March!!!

It’s time for an update on the projects of  the Capital 
Campaign, especially to the SNOWBIRDS who are 
basking in the sun.  The first phase of  the project, the 
front sidewalks was completed in December.   The 

topsoil spread along the new 
walks is ready for flowers, and 
the brick patio is ready for 
tables and chairs. 

Phase 2, the bar, was originally 
expected to be completed by 
February 15.  However, the 
contractor has run into delays 
waiting for materials.  The new 

ceiling and lights are in, the counter tops are in place, 
and the bars stools have been refinished.  We are now 
waiting now for the cabinets to be delivered.  Both 
the contractor and myself  have our fingers crossed 
that it will be this week.  The contractor wants to 
be finished by March 15 with his portion of  the bar 
renovation.

The third phase of  the project is the windows 
and walls.  Pumford Construction is the General 
Contractor and they will oversee the construction 
of  this project.  They will also self-perform the 
demolition and install the new 28” block knee 
wall.  While doing their final measurements for 
their construction drawings, it  was discovered that 
they will also need to move and replace the support 
post in the bar area so that the wall is installed in 
a continuous straight line.  In the patio area, they 
are also replacing the treated lumber support post 
because a couple of  them were starting to rot from 
the moisture that they were exposed to during the 
past few years.  They will be replacing them with 
metal posts.  The replacement of  these posts is 
another great reason we needed to complete this 
Campaign.  Pumford has one major subcontractor on 
this job and that is Valley Glass from Saginaw.  They 
have the metal and the glass ordered and expect those 
materials to be here on time.

The start date for the windows and walls is the last 
week of  March, weather permitting.  We intend to 
complete the Commodore’s Lounge and the bar 
area first.  It should take about 10 days.  Once that 
is completed, we will be ready for the new floor 
covering for the bar and Mark will be able to move 
back in.  In any event, this all should be done before 
Easter.

Once these two rooms are done, we will look at 
the weather, the date, and the schedule to see if  we 
should continue forward at that time or wait until 
after Easter.  The club would like to see a full house 
for Easter without any disruption or inconvenience. 

We are already moving on to Phase 4 of  the 
Campaign which is upgrading the dining room.  The 
committee is busy picking out carpet, ceiling tile, light 
fixtures, and paint colors.  They really have some 
good ideas and I think the dining room will be an 
entertainment showcase for many parties for years to 
come.  It will become an additional stream of  income 
for the future of  the club.  Start date for this phase is 
still undetermined. 

And finally, I would like to say thank you to all who 
have donated so far.  We have exceeded our goal of  
$200,000 through many donations.  I am happy to 
say that I feel good that I donated and was a part of  
this campaign, and I hope you do too.   I have also 
enjoyed being on the project management team.  

During the course or this project, many of  the 
members have mentioned that the next project 
should be remodeling the bathrooms and making 
them ADA compliant.  Personally, I would like to 
call it Phase 5 of  the Capital Campaign.  We are now 
getting estimates to upgrade the restrooms.  We will, 
however, need a few more donations, but we are very 
close to achieving this goal too.  

Last summer, when this Campaign was discussed on 
the patio amongst a handful of  members, there was a 
lot of  doubt that this would be this successful.  The 
membership of  this club is awesome. 

Hope to see some of  you SNOWBIRDS soon. 

Let’s pray for world peace. 
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     Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
     Capital Project 2021
     Donation Form

Name ____________________________________

Gift Amount $_________________

 My check is enclosed.  *Checks can be made payable 
to SBYC – Capital Project 2021

 I will send my gift by ______________________

 Other __________________________________

 
Giving Levels
 Admiral   $15,000 +
 Commodore   $10,000 - $14,999
 Captain      $5,000 - $9,999
 Commander   $2,500 - $4,999
 First Mate   $1,000 - $2,499
 Burgee    $500 - $999
 Fleet    Up to $499

Please return to the SBYC Office.
Mail:  SBYC 
 P.O. Box 45 
 Essexville, MI 48732
Email: club@sbycmi.com
Fax: (989) 892-0401

Gifts as of 3-1-22    
Level Range Number Total Confirmed Total Received 

Admiral $15,000 + 4 $66,000 $66,000 
Commodore $10,000 - $14,999 2 $20,000 $10,000 
Captain $5,000 - $9,999 10 $52,000 $47,000 
Commander $2,500 - $4,999 14 $36,500 $36,500 
First Mate $1,000 - $2,499 30 $31,101 $31,101 
Burgee $500 - $999 23 $11,750 $10,950 
Fleet Up to $499 12 $2,450 $2,450 
          
TOTAL   95 $219,801 $204,001 

 

Capital Project Funding Update
  ~ Lynn Weaver, Capital Project Fundraising Chair
SBYC members are the BEST!  We are doing amazing 
with the Capital Campaign Project.  Our project 
has exceeded budget in a few areas by about $8,000, 

however, we have raised nearly 
$220,000 to-date.  

Bathrooms Added to Capital 
Project
Several club members have told 
us that they wished the inside 
bathrooms were part of  our 
capital project.  Well, we have 
listened and we are adding them 

to the project!  We are increasing our overall goal to 
$250,000, which will allow us to add the bathroom 
remodel to our project.  This is able to happen all 
because of  the 95 amazing club members at SBYC 
who have given so generously, so far.  

Your Help is Still Needed
We still need another $30,000 to reach our new goal.  
I encourage those who have not given, to please 
consider a gift.  If  you have questions, want more 
details or have concerns, please contact myself  at 989-
737-9117 or our project manager Bruce Weiss at 989-
233-3147. 

SBYC Capital Project 2021 Committee Members:
Lynn Weaver
Bruce Weiss
Jim Nichols
Scott Schropp

NEW 
GOAL:$250,000
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Skeg Night is the traditional Men’s opening night of the boating season. It is the 
oldest continuous Event at SBYC dating from the 1920s.

Skeg
NIGHT   The traditional 

    First Gathering of Men

  to toast the upcoming 

boating season!

Thursday, March 24th
        5:00 – Cocktails  w  6:00 – Dinner Served

SBYC Casino Night
Enjoy Poker, Black Jacks and Craps.  Presented by Para-Dice Casino Services. 7 - 10pm

Menu:
Full SBYC Soup & Salad Bar

Green Beans Almondine
Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Chicken Marsala
Baked Cod

Prime Rib, Carved in Room
Apple Cobbler

$40/person

Please RSVP at 989-892-5905 or club@sbycmi.com
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The 2022 Music on the Patio Calendar is Announced!  
Sponsorships Are Still Available! 
  ~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Member 

Good day to our SBYC music lovers. 

We have an exciting music selection for the upcoming 
summer weekends.  Our 
music calendar would not be 
possible without your generous 
sponsorship. 

If  you would like to sponsor 
a specific weekend/musician, 
just let me know or contact the 
SBYC office. You have the option 

of  any dollar amount, shared sponsorship or entire 
musician cost.  (Most of  our listed musicians range 
from $250 to $400.)

Blessings and see you at the Club.

2022 SBYC Music Calendar

Friday, April 8:  Cameron Munholland      
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, May 7: (K. Derby) Bobby & Andy Show    
Sponsored by: Krebs

Saturday, May 28:  Gary Sprung
Sponsorship: Open

Sunday, May 29:  Voortex Jazz & Blues 
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, June 4:   Dave Britton Duo           
Sponsorship: Open

Friday, June 10:  Pagel Trio                            
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, June 11:  DJ (Polynesian Night)                      
Sponsored by: Terry & Kelly Bernelis 

Saturday, June 18: Melissa May & Brian Coonan 
Sponsored by: Greg and Louise Vozniak

Summer 2022
SBYC Music Calendar

Saturday, June 25:  Blues Guise   
Sponsored by: Mike Butts

Friday, July 1:  Melissa May & Brian Coonan       
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, July 9:   Josh Ramsey Duo   
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, July 23:  Joe Sloan    
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, July 30:  Bobby & Andy                    
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, August 6:  Elisabeth Christie           
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, August 13:  Joe Balbaugh    
Sponsorship: Open

Friday, August 19: Bryan Rombalski Trio   
 Sponsorship: Open 

Saturday, August 20:  Josh Ramsey Duo 
Sponsored by: Jerry Preston and Karyn Miller

Saturday, August 27:  Dave Britton Duo           
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, September 3: Soul Express      
Sponsored by: Ric & Lynda Fletcher and Pier 7

Friday, September 9: Mike Brush & Julie Mulady   
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, October 29:  Dueling Pianos     
 Sponsored in part by Terry and Kelly Bernelis

*Three more sponsorship opps available 

Saturday, December 10: Swaggering Rogues 
Sponsorship: Open


