
A P R I L   2 0 2 2From the Helm 
 - Ric Fletcher, Commodore

UPCOMING EVENTS:
SBYC Annual Meeting

Friday, April 8

Kids Easter Egg Hunt 
and Easter Brunch

Sunday, April 17

Spring Work Party
Saturday, April 23

Kentucky Derby Party
Saturday, May 7

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 8

Spring Flower Planting
Saturday, May 21
Action Auction
Friday, May 27

APRIL HOURS:
Wednesdays

Bar: 1700 - 2100
Flatbreads, Plus: 

1800 - 2100

Thursdays 
Bar: 1700 - 2100

Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Fridays/Saturdays
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2100 

Sundays: 
Bar: 1500 - 2000

Tailgate: 1600 - 1930

And just like that, all the remodeling is done, and all of  the slips are filled 
to capacity.  April Fools.  But this will be a reality in the near future.  Please 
bear with us as the renovation for the walls and windows has begun.  Greg, 
from Pumford, assures us the dining room will be ready to use for our big 
functions in April, including the Annual Meeting and Easter dinners.  We 
sincerely appreciate your patience during this time.  Mark and the staff  are 

working hard to keep dining and bar service open to 
our full capacity.

We have enjoyed the current facility for over 60 
years and the current work is part of  a long tradition 
of  continually improving the club for our members.  
I wonder what the conversation was like when the 
original club was built?  What was important to 
PC Jennison and the original 109 members back 
in 1894?  I imagine there was quite a sense of  

excitement at the thought of  starting a new organization in their city as 
they wasted no time in constructing a Club House on the banks of  the 
Saginaw River.  And, when the membership quickly outgrew that facility, a 
new tract of  land and Clubhouse was built.  I wonder if  they fretted over 
paint colors and carpet patterns back then?

While we’re making some beautiful improvements to our building, let’s 
not forget all the other benefits of  belonging to SBYC – and talking about 
them to your friends and family.  As a member of  this club, you gain 
friends and opportunities for sporting and social activities that widen and 
enrich your life.  Though many members have boats, it is not unusual – nor 
required - for members to be boat owners.  Many people simply like to be 
around boaters for the stories they tell and the group activities the club 
organizes. 

Additionally, there is an opportunity to learn about boating and participate 
in Boating Education Programs held here at the club.  You, your kids and 
grandkids benefit from those programs. 

And, if  you’re a traveler, there is plenty of  opportunity to meet new people 
by taking advantage of  our reciprocity program.  As a member of  our club, 
you have guest privileges at yacht clubs and other social clubs all over the 
world.  Reciprocity gives you friends in every port to contact for advice 
whenever you travel, on land or water.

SBYC has had a very rich and tradition-based membership.  We are striving 
to continue this tradition for the next generations to enjoy. 
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager
Fingers crossed that we’ve seen the last of  Old Man 
Winter!  

We had a GREAT winter at SBYC!  A ton of  great 
Club functions, as well as 
member-sponsored events.  
SKEG Night was a tremendous 
success – thanks to all the 
attendees who I hope enjoyed 
the Casino Night.

Bar renovations are just about 
completed.  Phase 2 will begin 
shortly to replace all of  the 

Clubhouse windows/wall framings.  We will continue 
operations throughout.  Updates will be provided, as 
needed.

A reminder that our annual meeting is scheduled 
for Friday, April 8 at 7:30pm.  Normal dinner and 
bar service will be available that evening during our 
regular hours.  Easter Brunch is set for Sunday, April 
17.  A flyer is attached to this edition of  the Masthead 
for your convenience.  Please make your reservations 
early!

Also, our Spring Work Party is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 23, starting at 9:00am.  A very important 
event that makes our grounds look great for the 
upcoming season!  Please sign-up in the Clubhouse 
or call the office at (989) 892-5905 to volunteer.  A 
complimentary lunch will also be served.

April Clubhouse operations will see us re-opening 
for full dinner service on Thursdays.  In addition, 
bar hours will be extended on Fridays and Saturdays 
until Midnight.  We will be moving our Flatbreads, 
Plus menu to Wednesday evenings from 5:00 – 
9:00pm.  Our Sunday Tail Gate will continue through 
the remainder of  the month, after which we will 
reinstitute our regular Sunday Cookouts throughout 
the summer months.  Our Summer-Fall menu will roll 
out on May 1, including the full Soup & Salad Bar on 
Fridays and Saturdays.

Remember that the Club stands ready to host any 
events you might have in mind.  Weddings, dinners, 
luncheons, receptions or any other gathering you 
might be planning.  Weekend dates through the 
summer are going fast so please call as soon as 

Hello and Welcome!  I hope everyone is enjoying 
Spring!  The weather is getting nicer by the day.  I’d 
like to take a moment and share the upcoming events 
at the SBYC. 

Our March raffle will be drawn on April 3.  There 
is still time to buy tickets for the “Basket of  Luck!”  

Enjoy an evening at the casino 
and be a winner!  Tickets are 1 
for $5 or 5 for $20.

On Sunday, April 17, the Club 
will host an Easter Brunch.  Call 
the office soon for reservations.  
Bring your children and 
grandchildren to participate in 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt.

Everyone knows that spring cleaning is just around 
the corner!!  We would love to invite members to 
participate in the Spring Work Party on Saturday, 
April 23. 

This year’s Kentucky Derby Party will be held on 
Saturday, May 7.  This is always a fun event and a time 
when our members can enjoy race day!  Ladies, get 
your fancy hats ready and be creative!  You may be 
the winner of  the Best Hat contest.

As you can see, there is plenty to do this spring 
season.  The social committee is continuing to plan 
for Ladies Night on Thursday, June 3, and Polynesian 
Night on Saturday, June 11.  We want you to mark 
your calendars and join us for these two amazingly 
fun events.

Music is always a pleasure during dinner or at special 
events.  If  you are interested in sponsoring music for 
the season or willing to share a sponsorship for an 
evening, please contact Julie Humbert or the Club 
office.

Come out and enjoy dinner and the nightly features 
that Chef  Harry has to offer.  Remember to make 
a reservation for you and your guests by calling the 
office. 

From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Beth Klippert, Co-Chair  

possible!  Also…. not too early to start planning for 
your holiday parties.  Please give me a call and I would 
be more than happy to discuss details.

Have a great April – see you at The Club! 
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From the Vice Commodore
  ~ Dennis Bess, Vice Commodore
Happy April!  The ice is gone from our basins and 
hopefully we seen the last of  the snow!  I want to give 
update from your House Committee.  The committee 
has been very active starting in late December.  We 

met for our first time and 
laid out an agenda of  items 
that needed to be addressed 
from our role with Capital 
Campaign renovations, to 
the normal role of  the house 
committee.

The committee welcomed 
Bruce Weiss, our capital 

project manager, to our first meeting, and he had 
a couple different window tints and window frame 
options, that were recommended by the window 
experts.  After reviewing pros/cons of  both window 
options and both window frame options, the 
committee made recommendations for both.  You 
will see the start of  that phase soon.  The dining 
room renovations are currently in planning stages and 
I look forward to updating you on the progress soon.

Then, the committee started reviewing the survey 
that you, our members, filled out last year, and we 
would like to thank you for your time completing 
that.  Committee member Louise Vozniak took the 
survey data and broke it down so the committee 
could get real look at what was on the minds of  our 
members.  I first want to express the data showed 
members by and large are happy with their Club.  
Then the committee went through every question and 
read every comment.  One area to improve was club 
looking dated, dingy, cobwebs, dusty.  Well, I believe 
were on a task to improve dated and dingy, 
and Mark and his staff  are addressing 
the cobwebs and dust.  Another area of  
improvement was our wine selection we 
offer.  This wine list has been updated and 
has 22 different wine offerings, if  you’re 
not presented with the list at your table, 
please ask your server.  The committee 
has also asked Mark and Chef  Harry for 
some menu changes and have had the 
opportunity to taste test six possible new 
menu items.  Mark and Harry are working 
on the summer menu that’s coming out in 

May, so look for the changes.  Hope you all try and 
enjoy.  Along with the new summer menu, something 
sweet could be rolling through the club! 

In ending, I would like to thank every member of  our 
club, because we need every one of  you to keep this 
Jewel on the River going!  I would also like to thank 
the House Committee members for all their time and 
dedication!  Looking forward to a Great Summer at 
the Club!

40 +/- days to launch.

See you at the club!

Capital Project Funding Update
  ~ Lynn Weaver, Capital Project Fundraising Chair

Gifts as of 4-1-22   
Level Range Number Total Confirmed 

Admiral $15,000 + 4 $66,000 
Commodore $10,000 - $14,999 4 $40,000 
Captain $5,000 - $9,999 9 $45,000 
Commander $2,500 - $4,999 14 $36,500 
First Mate $1,000 - $2,499 32 $33,101 
Burgee $500 - $999 24 $12,250 
Fleet Up to $499 13 $2,650 
        
TOTAL   100 $235,501 
GOAL - $250,000   

 

Wow!  SBYC members are rocking it!  So far, 100 members 
have contributed a total of  $235,501 to the Capital 
Campaign Project!  We are almost to our goal of  $250,000!  

Don’t forget, we have added the renovation of  our inside 
bathrooms to the overall capital project, too!  And our 

project is well underway.  See the latest 
progress update from Bruce on the 
next page.

Your Help is Still Needed
I encourage those who have not given, 
to please consider a gift.  If  you have 
questions, want more details or have 
concerns, please contact myself  at 
989-737-9117 or our project manager 

Bruce Weiss at 989-233-3147. 

SBYC Capital Project 2021 Committee Members:
Lynn Weaver
Bruce Weiss
Jim Nichols
Scott Schropp
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Progress Report on Capital Project
  ~ Bruce Weiss, Project Manager
Aren’t we just excited that April is here?  I can’t wait 
to see the boats arriving.

Just a quick update on the construction campaign.   
The Contractor has finished the renovations to 
the Bar area with only a couple of  punch list items 
to complete.  The workmanship was excellent.  
Pumford Construction started Phase III this past 

Monday (3/28) which is right 
on schedule.  The old window 
panels have been removed in 
the Commodore’s Lounge and 
the Bar area.  On Wednesday, 
March 30, the block knee wall 
was installed.  Windows were 
supposed to be installed on 
Thursday, but the high winds 
would not allow that work to 

happen.  On Friday, April 1, the winds subsided and 
the windows were installed.   The updated schedule is 
to be finished with the installation of  all the walls and 
windows by next Friday, April 8.  

The following week Pumford will have some minor 
work trimming out the windows.  I have included 
some pictures of  the work that Pumford is doing and 
to show how fast they are moving along.  We would 
also like to complete the painting of  the inside blocks 
and walls that week to spruce things up for Easter.  

Once the weather gets warm, Club members will 
assemble and paint the outside of  the building.  As 
the boats drive by this Spring/Summer on the river, 
I feel that that some will be impressed and perhaps 
want to come to the club and see what is going on.  
“NEW MEMBERS!”

The planning for the Dining Room renovations, 
Phase 4, continues.  Carpet has been picked out and 
there will be more decisions on the upgrades made in 
the next couple of  weeks.  There is some work that 
can be done during the summer without interrupting 
the service we expect from Mark and his staff. 

And finally, if  you missed it, we have added Phase 5 
to the campaign.  We are planning on updating the 
inside bathrooms and, at the same time, making them 
handicap accessible.  If  there are any club members 
that would like to submit a quote for this work, 
please contact me.  This work will not be started 
until fall or winter when the club starts slowing down 
operations.  We do need a few more donations to get 
this completed but we are not that far away.

Hope to see you all soon.
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By-Law Review and Revisions
  ~ PC Tari Detzler, By-Law Committee Chair
2021 brought us new floating docks and a great many 
improvements to our existing docks to accommodate 
the ever-fluctuating water levels.  2022 brings us 
the most significant physical improvements to our 
clubhouse since it was dedicated in 1960.  Not only 
will the new bar area and new windows be beautiful 
and increase our enjoyment of  the club, but they will 
provide our members with a sense of  pride knowing 
that we are taking care of  what has been entrusted to 
us by those who knew what a special place SBYC is.  
Thank you to everyone who has made a commitment 
to the Capital Improvement Fundraiser and to Lynn 
Weaver and Bruce Weiss for their commitment to 
make these improvements come to fruition. 

As we continually strive to update our clubhouse, 
grounds and docks, we must also update our by-laws 
so that they will continue meet the expectations of  
our members and provide guidance to our Board of  
Directors.

The last major amendments were adopted in 2003 
when we made Social Memberships available.  In 
2020, thanks to the pandemic, it became clear that 
we needed to amend the by-laws to allow the Board 
of  Directors to meet remotely to continue to tend 
to Club business and the members approved those 
changes in November 2020.  Those amendments also 
make it possible for club members to fill positions 
on the Board of  Directors and committees even if  
they are not able to attend every meeting in person 
(snowbirds like Lyn and I).  So, get involved.

Those changes also allow members to remotely attend 
the monthly Board of  Directors meetings as well 
as any Special meetings of  the Board.  Please note 
that whether you are attending a BOD meeting in 
person or via remotely, you are observing only; not 
participating.  If  you have something to bring before 
the Board, please contact the appropriate committee 
chair to discuss your topic and, if  Board action is 
appropriate, they will put it on the agenda.

The 2020 remote access amendments also allow 
members to attend and participate in general 
membership meetings (Annual, Election and Special 
meetings of  the general membership) remotely.    

Your meeting 
notices will include 
instructions and 
links to do so. 

This year it was 
the desire of  
the committee 
to undertake a 
thorough review of  
the current by-laws 
to address a number 
of  definitions, clarifications, and omissions as well as 
many grammatical issues that have become evident 
over the past few years. 

The committee is nearing the completion of  the 
review and will be presenting our recommendations 
to the Board of  Directors in April or May.  A Special 
Meeting of  the membership will then be scheduled to 
present the revisions to you for approval.

The by-laws require that you be presented with 
a written explanation how the proposed changes 
affect the current by-laws at least 21 days before the 
scheduled vote.  Because this is a complete review, 
that written explanation is very lengthy.  Please do 
not be overwhelmed; review each proposal and then 
use the ballot to vote.  While we will be delivering 
this letter of  explanation and ballot to you via 
email, if  that is how you are receiving your Club 
communications today, your ballot must be returned 
by either US Mail or delivery to the Club no later than 
the day before the special meeting.  Unfortunately, the 
current by-laws do not allow you to return the ballot 
by email.  Those that do not use email to receive Club 
communication will receive the packet via US Mail.

If  you have any questions when you have received 
your packet, please reach out to any member of  the 
committee:

Tari Detzler, PC  
Jerry Preston, RC   
MaryAnn Cole, Secretary 
Dave Cole, PC
Neil Oldenburg, PC
Cheryl English
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March 27, 2022 
 
 

Notice of 2022 Annual Meeting – Attend in Person or Remotely via Zoom 
 
Dear Members:   
 
Pursuant to the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club By-Laws, Article V – MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS AND NOTICES, 
Section 3. Notice of Meetings, you are hereby notified there will be an Annual Meeting held on Friday, April 8, 
2022 at 7:30 pm, to be held at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. 
 

To attend in person, please arrive at the clubhouse by 7:15 pm for establishment of a quorum  
for the 7:30 PM start time. 

 
 
This year's Annual Meeting will be a Hybrid Format, allowing members to attend in person or remotely per the 
By-Laws ARTICLE V, Section 2. Remote Meeting Participation, using Zoom. 
 

To attend, remotely, following is the Zoom login information: 
 
Meeting Name: SBYC Annual Meeting 4/8/22 
Time: Apr 8, 2022, 07:00 PM EDT 
 
From a computer with a camera or a smartphone, click on this link to join the meeting: 
         https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87698858226 
 

If requested, enter the Meeting ID:   876 9885 8226 
 
To dial in using an ordinary phone, dial:    +1 646 558 8656  

         
Then enter Meeting ID:    876 9885 8226 

 
The meeting is scheduled for 7:30pm.  The Zoom meeting room will be opened at 7:00pm to ensure remote 
participants have time to connect, and for establishment of a quorum. 
 
Zoom requires individuals to be placed in a waiting room prior to being admitted to the meeting, to help prevent 
unexpected interruptions.  Please contact the club to indicate intent to attend remotely, so that plans are in place 
to admit attendees promptly.  (989-892-5905 or email club@sbycmi.com) 
 
Good meeting etiquette requires attendees to mute microphones except when speaking. This way everyone in 
the meeting will not hear the sounds of the surf at the beach or barking dogs. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ann Cole 
Mary Ann Cole 
Secretary to the Board of Directors 
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SAGINAW BAY YACHT CLUB 
EASTER BRUNCH 

Sunday,  April 17th 
11:30am – 3:30pm 

Egg Hunt Begins at 1:00 pm 

MENU 

Bacon ☼ Sausage Links 
Scrambled Eggs  

Pancakes 

Vegetable Medley 
Whipped Potatoes and Gravy 

Baked Chicken 
Ham 

Baked Cod 
Chicken Tenders 
Carved Prime Rib 

Full SBYC Soup and Salad Bar 
Chef’s Dessert Table 

Adults - $29       Kids 5-12 - $14 
Under 5 – Complimentary 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED IN ADVANCE 
(989)892-5905 or club@sbycmi.com
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The 2022 Music on the Patio Calendar is Announced!  
Sponsorships Are Still Available! 
  ~ Julie Humbert, Social Committee Member 

Here is our music calendar which has been updated 
since last month!  We have an exciting music selection 

for the upcoming summer 
weekends.  Our music calendar 
would not be possible without 
your generous sponsorship. 

If  you would like to sponsor 
a specific weekend/musician, 
just let me know or contact the 
SBYC office. You have the option 
of  any dollar amount, shared 

sponsorship or entire musician cost.  (Most of  our 
listed musicians range from $250 to $400.)

Blessings and see you at the Club.

2022 SBYC Music Calendar

Saturday, May 7: (K. Derby) Bobby & Andy Show    
Sponsored by: Danny & Carolyn Krebs

Saturday, May 28:  Gary Sprung
Sponsorship: Open

Sunday, May 29:  Voortex Jazz & Blues 
Sponsorship: Murchison

Saturday, June 4:   Dave Britton Duo           
Sponsorship: Greenia

Friday, June 10:  Pagel Trio                            
Sponsorship: Artisans- Dale & Julie Humbert

Saturday, June 11:  DJ (Polynesian Night)                      
Sponsored by: Terry & Kelly Bernelis 

Saturday, June 18: Melissa May & Brian Coonan 
Sponsored by: Greg and Louise Vozniak

Saturday, June 25:  Blues Guise   
Sponsored by: Mike Butts

Summer 2022
SBYC Music Calendar

Friday, July 1:  Melissa May & Brian Coonan       
Sponsorship: John & Ann Hebert

Saturday, July 9:   Josh Ramsey Duo   
Sponsorship: Jim & Susan Hoyle/Jim & Cindy Fox

Saturday, July 23:  Joe Sloan    
Sponsorship: Dan & Jill Dralle

Saturday, July 30:  Bobby & Andy                    
Sponsorship: Mike Butts

Saturday, August 6:  Elisabeth Christie           
Sponsorship: Larry Wee

Friday, August 12:  Joe Balbaugh    
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, August 13:  Small Town    
Sponsorship: Mike & Diane McGuire

Friday, August 19: Bryan Rombalski Trio   
 Sponsorship: Open 

Saturday, August 20:  Josh Ramsey Duo 
Sponsored by: Jerry Preston & Karyn Miller

Saturday, August 27:  Dave Britton Duo           
Sponsorship: Jim & Ann Lazzaro

Saturday, September 3: Soul Express      
Sponsored by: Ric & Lynda Fletcher and Pier 7

Friday, September 9: Mike Brush & Julie Mulady   
Sponsorship: Open

Saturday, October 22: Polka Band     
Sponsored by: Greg & Louise Vozniak
*One more sponsorship opps available

Saturday, October 29:  Dueling Pianos     
 Sponsored in part by Terry and Kelly Bernelis

*Three more sponsorship opps available 

Saturday, December 10: Swaggering Rogues 
Sponsorship: Open
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items for Live & Silent Auctions

to help the organizing committee.  
Contact:
Mary Ann Cole, macole0609@gmail.com, 989-397-2322
Shannon Bess, shannonbess@att.net, 989-737-2010

and and 

The Action Auction generates funds to support the operations
and amenities of SBYC that we all enjoy.
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Go to https://sbcsa.org/programs/ to see the dates of each session.  


