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From the Helm 
 - Ric Fletcher, Commodore UPCOMING         

EVENTS:
Kentucky Derby Party

Saturday, May 7

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 8

Spring Flower Planting
Saturday, May 21
Action Auction
Friday, May 27

Memorial Day Cookout 
Sun. - Mon., May 29-30

Ladies’ Night Out
Thursday, June 2

Polynesian Night
Saturday, June 11

Blessing of the Fleet
 Sunday, June 12

Father’s Day Cookout
Sunday, June 19

APRIL HOURS:
Wednesday/Thursday 

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday/Saturday
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sunday: 
Bar: 1500 - 2100

Tailgate: 1600 - 2000

Happy May. 

It’s been a hectic month of  remodeling and rehab, with Phase 1 coming 
to a close.  Our management and committees have been working really 

hard to get our renovations completed.  Please 
let our staff  know you appreciate their hard 
work to keep us rolling. 

Our spring cleanup was a success and the Club 
is looking great.  The dock committee has 
completed the installation of  new decking on 
the Guest dock. Jim Nichols has been hard at it 
revamping our Wi-Fi so we have better service 

this year at our docks.  

One of  our important events of  the year is coming soon, Action 
Auction.  Please contact Mary Ann and her crew to get your items in.

As we approach launch month, please keep in mind all of  the 
upcoming events that are planned for the season.  To name a few, 
Kentucky Derby, Mother’s Day Brunch, Spring Flower Planting, Action 
Auction, Memorial Day Cookout, Ladies Night Out, and new this year 
Polynesian Night.  Make sure you get your reservations in early to get a 
seat. 

I appreciate the continued effort from all our members to make this a 
great venue to visit. 

See you at the Club. 
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Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an 
article and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story 
ideas are welcome too!  Send your stories and/or 
photos to THE MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver 
at Lynn9117@gmail.com. If  you have questions, call 
Lynn at 989-737-9117.

From the Vice Commodore
  ~ Dennis Bess, Vice Commodore
Happy May from the Dock Committee.

Our first boats of  the 2022 season arrived the week 
of  April 11, and what a welcomed sight!

April’s weather has been challenging to get things 
ready for boats.  We rounded 
up volunteers to get bubblers 
out between the rain and 
wind.  Talking about wind 
and old man winter, with the 
number of  southerly wind 
events and lower water levels 
this past winter keeping our 
bubblers operating to their 

max potential was also a challenge.  We did experience 
some “ice jacking” to pilings, first in three years, those 
will be addressed in May. 

The dock committee has taken on some substantial 
re-decking tasks to docks this spring, the first one is 
underway with the guest dock.  Our goal, weather 
permitting, is to have completed by May 2 and other 
re-decking repairs to north/north starting after the 
guest dock.  If  any member has interest in helping 
with these projects, contact Dennis at 989-737-2011.  
Majority of  the work is completed on weekends/
evenings when weather allows.  Any assistance is 
greatly appreciated.

With launches starting please make sure your 
insurance coverage and electrical usage forms are 
updated and on file with the office. 

See you at the club.

From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Kelly Bernelis, Co-Chair 
Hello everyone!

It’s hard to believe it’s May already!  The docks will 
soon be filled with boats and the Summer festivities 

will begin.

I can’t say enough about the 
Easter Brunch!  Thank you 
Mark, Chef  Harry and staff  
for putting on a very lovely and 
delicious buffet.  I’m already 
excited for the Mother’s Day 
Brunch on Sunday May 8.

Our Spring Basket drawing was 
held Sunday May 1.  Congratulations to the lucky 
winners, Scott and Lynne Schropp!  Thanks for your 
support!

The Kentucky Derby Party is Saturday May 7.  I’m 
excited to see all the fancy hats and enjoy the music 
by The Bobby & Andy Show sponsored by the Krebs.  
Thank you, Danny and Carolyn Krebs!

Ladies’ night planning is coming along nicely.  Ladies 
get your favorite gal pals lined up for a fabulous fun 
filled evening held on June 2.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Polynesian 
Night on June 11.  More details coming soon.  
Lastly, could someone please let Mother Nature know 
it’s May!  It sure would be nice to have some beautiful 
warm weather. 

See you at the Club!⚓ 
 

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals 
with shared values and common interests 
in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual 
respect.  A family of great people serving 
great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  
As we have for generations - we stand tall 
and proud along the water and welcome 
all who would join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.



The Masthead      Page 3                            May 2022

From the Treasurer
  ~ J. Michael Butts, Treasurer
Spring – the first of  May, boats are in the water, 
we’ve had a brief  flirtation with summer (for a day or 
two) and now the season begins.  But this isn’t about 
boating – this is a financial update on our club.  The 

first quarter of  2022 is behind 
us, the capital project is well 
underway and plans for the next 
phase are in place.

Q1 results – we are doing OK. 

Revenue - Actual $289,310 
against a budget of  $197,445 for 
a positive variance of  $91,865. 

Expenses – Actual $175,249 against a budget of  
$135,843 for a variance of  ($39,405)

Net income – Actual $83,184 against a budget of  
$30,453 for a variance of  $52,731

These numbers are inclusive of  the Capital Campaign 
contributions, as well as the expenses charged against 
that project.

Our expenses are a bit high, partially due to the 
remodel project, and partially (primarily) due to the 
increases in variable costs across the board.  For 
example, utility costs have increased, food costs 
are up, our waste removal costs are up, etc.  These 
were unforeseen expense increases when the budget 
was being prepared in the fall.  But we are working 
through them.

Utility costs are a prime indicator of  our increased 
cost of  doing business.  Electricity for both the 
clubhouse and the docks is higher than expected.  
We had bubblers in almost all slips this year.  The 
increased cost of  electricity to run these pieces of  
equipment is or should be offset by lower repair costs 
for docks due to ice damage. 

Food costs for the dining room are also high and 
continuing to increase.  But please note; Mark and 
Harry are doing an excellent job of  providing the 
quality of  food you expect with new menu items 
being added for the season.  

Admittedly this is a brief  summary of  our financial 
picture, but I wanted to communicate the positives – 
as well as the challenges of  our club operations.

Visit the club, have dinner, have a drink, bring your 
friends – Enjoy the summer season, I know that I 
will. 

From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

Finally…. SPRING!  As a long winter comes to 
an end, it’s time to look forward to a great boating 
season at SBYC!

May promises to be a busy 
month here at The Club.  Boats 
are already starting to find their 
home slips, and the Clubhouse 
is gearing up.  In addition, 
numerous Club Events are 
scheduled for May:

•	We’ll be kicking off  with our 
Annual Kentucky Derby Party 

on Saturday, May 7, starting at 5:00pm, with din-
ner served at 6:00pm and race time at 6:45pm.  
We will be serving Harry’s “Kentuckian Buffet” 
throughout the evening.  The “Bobby & Andy” 
Show will follow the race.

•	 Our Mother’s Day Brunch will be held on Sun-
day, May 8.  Seating will start at 12:00 noon and 
run through 4:00pm.  Reservations for this event 
are required to ensure adequate seating.

•	 This year’s Action Auction will be held on Friday, 
May 27.  Members are encouraged to donate 
items for the auction.  It should be a wonderful 
evening!

•	 Rounding out the month will be our Memorial 
Day Cookout, held on Sunday and Monday, May 
29 and 30.  Anticipating BEAUTIFUL  weather 
with  great food and friends!

** Please call (989) 892-5905 for reservations, or 
sign-up in the Clubhouse**

Starting in May, the Bar and Restaurant will be 
extending and modifying our hours and selections.  
We will be serving our full menu Wednesday through 
Saturday, with our Cook-Out scheduled for Sundays.  
A complete list of  hours can be found on page 1 of  
this issue of  the Masthead.  Please remember to call 
ahead for reservations, especially on Fridays!

As always, myself  and the staff  stand ready to assist 
all members with any questions or concerns about 
Club operations.  Have a WONDERFUL May!
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Progress Report on Capital Project
  ~ Bruce Weiss, Project Manager

Capital Project Funding Update
  ~ Lynn Weaver, Capital Project Fundraising Chair

WOW!

$241,101

  so far ...

$241,101!  That’s how much 101 SBYC members have 
given so far!  We are almost there!!!   Have you been 

to the club to see the progress?  It 
is amazing!  

Thank you to everyone who have 
given!  Your donations are very 
much appreciated!  

If  you have not yet given, please 
consider making a gift – WE 

NEED YOUR HELP!  We are just $8,899 away 
from reaching $250,000!
Don’t forget, we have added the renovation of  our 
inside bathrooms to the overall capital project, too.  
See the latest progress update from Bruce on this 
page.

If  you have questions, want more details or have 
concerns, please contact myself  at 989-737-9117 or 
our project manager Bruce Weiss at 989-233-3147. 

SBYC Capital Project 2021 Committee Members:
Lynn Weaver
Bruce Weiss
Jim Nichols
Scott Schropp

Ahoy Mateys!!!!!

My update for the capital campaign is that it is 
moving along very smoothly.  The front sidewalks 
and associated landscaping are complete.  Bar 
renovations are complete including the punch list.  

The new chairs were delivered to 
the club this week from Prime 
Brothers.  The windows and 
walls were completed as of  this 
past Thursday (April 29).   The 
contractors had to replace two 
panes of  windows due to factory 
errors in measurements.  I am 
hearing a lot of  oohs and aahs 
coming from the members that 

are returning to the club after a long winter hiatus.   

The guest dock will be completed on May 1 if  the 
weather cooperates.  As I am writing this article, the 
workforce is on hold waiting for the rain to stop. 

The next phase is the dining room.  Carpet, light 
fixtures, ceiling tile, & wall décor have been selected.  
We are now in process of  scheduling with Mark 
so that work can begin without disruption to club 
operations.  This phase will probably move at a 
slower pace so that we can keep the club operating at 
a normal pace.  My personal opinion is that the club 
will be busier this year than normal.  I feel that our 
membership will increase once the public takes notice 
of  the improvements we are making to the facilities.  
But that is not a bad problem to have. 

We have received a donation, in honor of  a recent 
member, to purchase the new chairs for the bar dining 
area.  New tables for the bar area will be custom 
made to be narrower but longer to make the walk way 
wider between the table patrons and the bar patrons.  
We hope to have these tables installed within the next 
three weeks.

And finally, I have started talking with contractors 
about remodeling the bathrooms in the fall.  It’s 
obvious that we can’t get a firm number due to the 
rapid inflation and shortage of  some materials we 
are experiencing in the building industry right now.  
Therefore, I am asking the contractors for a labor 
only proposal for demo and construction.  This 
proposal will include allowances for materials.  

If  you haven’t donated to this awesome campaign, 
please consider on doing so.  We definitely want to be 
able to meet our goal for the bathrooms.  
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By-Law Committee Update
  ~ PC Tari Detzler, By-Law Committee Chair
Special Meeting of  the             
Membership Scheduled
Thursday, June 16 at 7:00pm
The committee has completed the review and 
revisions of  the current by-laws and the proposed 
amendments will be presented to the Board of  
Directors for approval at the May 18 meeting.  With 
that in mind the 
Commodore has 
called a Special 
Meeting of  the 
Membership to vote 
on the amendments. 
The meeting has 
been scheduled for 
Thursday, June 16, 
at 7:00pm. 

Please plan to 
attend the meeting either in person or remotely as 
we must have a quorum of  the membership present 
to conduct this important business.  While you are 
there, enjoy the new bar, windows and other capital 
improvement projects that have been completed. 

The week of  May 23, you will receive the proposals, 
explanation of  changes, and a ballot via email if  you 
have one on file with the Club; those that do not will 
receive the package via US Mail.  Please print the 
ballot(s) and use it as you review the proposals. You 
must return your ballot(s) via US Mail or deliver it/
them to the Club house at least one (1) day prior to 
the meeting.  Unfortunately, current by-laws do not 
allow voting at the meeting or returning the ballot(s) 
via email (this is one of  the changes you will be voting 
on). 

Thank you, 

PC Tari Detzler, Chairman  
Secretary MaryAnn Cole 
RC Jerry Preston   
PC Dave Cole 
PC Neil Oldenburg   
Cheryl English

Guest Dock Renovations In Progress



The Masthead      Page 6                            May 2022

SBYC DINING AND DOCKING RAFFLE

Yea! Spring is here (at least by the calendar), bringing thoughts of a free dock or free 
food and drink (up to the value of a 40’ dock) at SBYC for a whole year! Many 
members have realized this dream over the past years. This year could be your year.

New members ask, “How do I get a piece of this action.” No problem, you won’t be 
overlooked. The easiest way is to call the office and tell them your lucky number. 
What we do is sell 125 tickets (numbered 1-125) at $50 each and then have the 
Commodore’s first mate draw the winning ticket at the SBYC Action Auction, 
Memorial Day Weekend.

Now a few hints to up your odds (even though 125/1 are great odds compared to 
most drawings and lotteries). Firstly, you can reduce your odds to 63/1 just by 
buying two tickets (what a deal). You are probably going to want to do this so both 
your lucky number and your spouse’s can be in the drawing. Speaking of lucky 
numbers, you will want to buy early from the office, Mary Ann Cole or Shannon Bess 
so you can get the numbers you want (we usually sell out early and I don’t want 
anybody to be disappointed). If you don’t think you have a lucky number, no 
problem, ask Shannon Bess, she has won twice.

Seriously, the raffle is an important part of the SBYC Action Auction which itself 
makes a significant contribution to the Club’s finances. Your participation is greatly 
appreciated. If by some unlikely chance I haven’t approached you, flag me down. 
You can always request not to hear my sales pitch by saying “I want to buy two 
tickets”. No money is necessary, a charge will magically show up on your monthly 
statement.

Thanks in advance and thanks to all in past that have contributed. As of this 
writing, “THE WINNING TICKET HAS NOT BEEN SOLD!”.

PC Craig Murchison

SBYC:  club@sbycmi.com , 989-892-5905
Mary Ann Cole:  macole0609@gmail.com, 989-397-2322
Shannon Bess:  shannonbess@att.net,  989-737-2010
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2022 SBYC KENTUCKY 
DERBY PARTY 

Saturday, May 7th 
5:00pM 

 

6:45pM poSt tiMe 
7:00pM  MuSic by the bobby and andy Show 

 
a prize will be awarded for the beSt hat! 

 

Derby Buffet, Served at 6:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$30 per person 
 

*The Regular SBYC Summer Menu will NOT be available* 

 
RSVP at (989) 892-5905 or club@sbycmi.com 

Full SBYC Soup & Salad Bar 
Kentucky Hot Browns 

Bourbon Meatballs 
Bourbon Glazed Ham 

Peel & Eat Shrimp 
Baked Beans 

Tater Tots 
Bourbon Bread Pudding 
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Sunday, May 8  ∞  12:00 – 4:00 
 

Buffet Includes: 
 

• Full SBYC Soup & Salad Bar 
• Scrambled Eggs 
• French Toast/Syrup 
• Bacon & Sausage 
• Mashed Potatoes/Gravy 
• Chef’s Vegetable 
• Chicken Tenders 
• Roast Turkey Breast 
• Salmon 
• Sliced Ham 
• Pepper Steak 
• Rolls & Butter 
• Chef’s Dessert Table 
• Soda Fountain, Coffee and Tea 

 
 

Adults  $29       Children 5-10  $12       Under 5  Complimentary 
 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.  To make a reservation, 
 call (989)892-5905 or email Club@sbycmi.com 
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SBYC ACTION AUCTION
will be sweet!

Friday, May  27

Silent and Live Auctions

Raffles:
• Dining and Docking – One Year Free Dockage or $1,400 

House Credit
• Board of Directors Yeti Cooler Raffle

Yeti Hopper Flip12 Cooler and Accessories

• 50/50 Tickets

Buffet Dinner, $28.00/person 
Reservation required: call 989-892-5905 or email club@sbycmi.com

Take Action Today!
Donate items for Live & Silent Auctions
Attend and BID and HAVE FUN

Volunteer to help the Organizing Committee.  Contact 
Mary Ann Cole, macole0609@gmail.com, 989-397-2322

Shannon Bess, shannonbess@att.net, 989-737-2010

Proceeds from the Action Auction go directly into the Club’s Operating Budget to 
support operations and amenities of SBYC that we all enjoy.
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SBYC Spring Work Party 2022
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SBYC Easter Brunch 2022


