
J U N E   2 0 2 2
From the Helm 
 - Ric Fletcher, Commodore UPCOMING         

EVENTS:
Father’s Day Cookout

Sunday, June 19

Fourth of July Cookout
Monday, July 4

Tawas Rendezvous
Friday - Sunday, 

July 15-17
Labor Day Cookout

Monday, September 5

Commodores’ 
Celebration         

Saturday, September 10

SBYC Golf Outing
Sunday, September 11

Meet the Nominees
Friday, October 14

Fall Work Party
 Saturday, October 22

JUNE HOURS:
Wednesday/Thursday 

Bar: 1700 - 2300
Dinner: 1800 - 2100

Friday/Saturday
Bar: 1700 - 2400

Dinner: 1800 - 2200 

Sunday: 
Bar: 1500 - 2100

Tailgate: 1600 - 2000

Happy June and we are off  and running.  The Club is in full speed mode 
with the whole summer ahead.  

The Action Auction Committee always never ceases to amaze us.  Would like 
to thank Mary Ann Cole and Shannon Bess, along 
with all those who helped pull this together.  Mark 
and his staff  had the place looking great and food was 
fantastic as usual.   The generosity of  our members is 
what keeps our Club growing. 

A new Polynesian night is on tap this year for 
Saturday, which is replacing Venetian Night.  With the 
Blessing of  the Fleet on Sunday, please make sure you 
have a reservation.  

Each month we are adding new members to our wonderful facility, due to 
the work of  our Membership Committee, headed by Terry Bernelis.  Please 
introduce yourselves if  you see a new face.  

As you have all received the new draft of  our By Laws update, please don’t 
forget to turn in or mail in the ballot before the deadline.  Tari Detzler 
and her team has put in a ton of  hours on this document.  This has been a 
monumental task to say the least.  Once again, make sure to get votes in so 
they can be accepted. 

Remember there will be no Board meeting in July, just the meeting at the 
Tawas Rendezvous, July 15-17. 

Please let our staff  know they are doing a good job when you get a chance. 
They really do enjoy seeing you.  Happy Summer.  
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Story Ideas, Suggestions and 
Submissions Welcome!
If  you are interested in sharing your boating or other 
travel adventures, please consider submitting an 
article and/or photos to THE MASTHEAD.  Story 
ideas are welcome too!  Send your stories and/or 
photos to THE MASTHEAD Editor Lynn Weaver 
at Lynn9117@gmail.com. If  you have questions, call 
Lynn at 989-737-9117.

From the Vice Commodore
  ~ Dennis Bess, Vice Commodore

The Mission of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club:  
We are a unique community of individuals 
with shared values and common interests 
in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual 
respect.  A family of great people serving 
great people in a safe, nautical atmosphere.  
As we have for generations - we stand tall 
and proud along the water and welcome 
all who would join us in the pursuit of 
enjoyment and fun.

Hello from the Dock Committee,

When reading this update, our first holiday weekend 
of  the boating season will be in the rear-view mirror.  
What a great sight boats in the basins, leaves on the 

trees and beautiful SBYC 
sunsets!

Please verify that a copy of  
your boat insurance is up to 
date with the office as the list 
of  missing is long, like me, as 
our insurance renews in spring 
not at dock application time 
and gets overlooked.  If  you’re 

not sure, get with Ashley in the next week or we will 
be asking individually.

I had questions about picnic tables, grills and open 
docks.  Tables and grills placed at docks are owned 
by the dock holder.  Per dock rules, picnic tables 
must have 2-runners attached to legs and grills 
should be tied down so unexpected winds don’t flip 
them into the water, plus name/member # need to 
be on underside.  Docks are assigned by the Dock 
Committee to full members with dock app and 
insurance on file.  Our Guest Dock is for temporary 
docking if  a member has a guest stop by and 
remember as members, you are responsible for your 
guest and be mindful the north end by the pump out 
needs to stay clear for pump out use.

North/North dock renovations will be starting in 
June if  anyone has couple hrs. to spare helping screw 
down boards, let us know.

Thanks, see you at the club

From the Treasurer
  ~ J. Michael Butts, Treasurer

Easy like Sunday Morning

It’s June, summer is in full swing, the marina is filling 
up and we’re ready for all the activities our Social 

Committee has planned.

Two of  those activities have 
passed – The Kentucky Derby 
party and The Action Auction.  
Both events were successful for 
our members and our club.

I’ll let MaryAnn cover the 
auction results, but they are 
big! And your treasurer likes 

big figures on the income side of  the ledger.  The 
Kentucky Derby party was also a winner.  Everyone 
had a great time and the longest shot horse in the 
race won.  We only had one person put a bet on that 
horse, so he won handsomely too. 

The club was also a big winner, putting $275 toward 
our Heritage Fund.  We continue to grow the various 
funds that help keep our club running.

So-far, we’re five months in the year and recovering 
very nicely from two years of  closings and limited 
capacity.  It’s very comforting to see the resurgence of  
member participation, contributions, dining, and bar 
support. 

Short article this month, not much to report other 
than we are doing well and your participation in 
events continues to fuel our growth.

Yea, easy like Sunday morning.

Enjoy your summer, participate in club events and 
have fun.  That’s why we’re here.
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From the Manager’s Desk
  ~ Mark Piganelli, General Manager

From the SBYC Social Committee
  ~ Beth Klippert, Co-Chair  

Boating season has arrived!

Many thanks to PC Pam Murchison and her crew for 
their efforts during our Flower Planting Party.  Their 

work REALLY adds to the 
beauty of  the Club!

Action Auction was a 
tremendous success, due to the 
diligence of  Mary Anne Cole, 
Shannon Bess and the rest of  
the committee.  Their efforts 
ensure that our operational 
budget is sufficient to meet 
the financial needs of  the 

Club during the course of  the year.  Thanks to all 
the attendees and those who donated and purchased 
items!

As a general note to all, please remember that 
the Guest Dock exists for your guests to use to 
temporarily dock their boats while visiting the Club.  
Please do not put boats in at empty slips.  Thank you.

As we gear up for what promises to be a GREAT 
season here at SBYC, I would like to discuss a few 
matters regarding dining operations at the Club 
House.

•	 Reservations.  I cannot stress how imperative 
it is that our members make dining 
reservations, particularly for Friday and 
Saturday evenings.  Knowing that you are 
coming in for dinner enables us to ensure 
your seating, as well as giving the kitchen the 
opportunity to prep adequately.  Seating on 
the Patio is first come, first served.

•	 Cook Times.  Our membership enjoys a social 
time with cocktails before seating for dinner.  
This usually runs from 6-7pm.  As such, at 
7pm we usually seat anywhere from 40-50 
members at the same time. This means that 
these orders come into the kitchen at literally 
the same time.  Since we are a “from scratch” 
kitchen, plating this many meals takes an 
unusually long time.  Because of  this seating 
dynamic, we ask that you be patient.  As an 
alternative, consider taking your dining seating 
prior to this rush.

•	  Special Orders.  Chef  Harry prides himself  
on his ability to cater to special requests from 
members.  Again, on Friday and Saturday 
evenings during rush periods, these requests 
may result in an even longer wait time for 
your meal.  Please consider this before making 
such requests.

We have a great new staff, all of  whom are very 
energetic and willing to go the extra mile to ensure a 
wonderful experience for you and your guests.  Please 
make them feel as welcome as you all made me feel 
when I arrived here five years ago.

Have a WONDERFUL June!

Hello everyone!  Please note the following 
announcements for June.  The Club welcomes all of  
its members to participate and enjoy!

Ladies’ Night, “All Things Succulent”  Wow!  SBYC 
had another great turn out and many happy ladies at the 
end of  the night.  The shopping and food were amazing!  

This year’s vendors were happy to 
be back and participate and they 
complimented on what a unique 
place and location we have.  The 
Club’s buffet was amazing and 
it offered a great wine tasting 
station.  We would like to thank 
Tom Barbier for his generous 
donation to Artigiano Artisan 
cheese shop (the charcuterie 

displays were fabulous).  Please join us again next year 
for another evening of  shopping, food, and friendship. 
Everyone has a great time!

Polynesian Night is being held Saturday, June 11th.  
We are holding this event at the clubhouse this year 
and we encourage all of  our members to come out 
and enjoy the beautiful lawn and an amazing pig 
roast.  Musical entertainment will be provided so we 
can have a great time kicking off  the summer.  The 
bar is open from 5:00 pm to 12:00 midnight.  The 
tropical buffet is from 6:00 to 10:00 pm.  Featuring 
Roasted Suckling Pig and other island favorites.  The 
cost is $30.00/person.  Please sign-up or call to make 
reservations.

Blessing of  the Fleet ceremonies will be held the 
next day, Sunday, June 12th.  Please make dinner 
reservations with the SBYC office.
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By-Law Committee Update
  ~ PC Tari Detzler, By-Law Committee Chair
On May 18, 2022, the Board of  Directors approved 
the proposed amendments presented the By-law 
Committee.  As required by the by-laws, those 
proposals must now be approved by the general 
membership. 

The proposals were sent to all 
voting memberships on May 23, 
2022, by email to those who have 
addresses on file at the Club or 
by US Mail to those who do not.  
If  you have not received your 
packet, please contact me and I 
will be sure to get one to you.  If  
you have any questions about any 

of  the proposals as you review them, please reach out 
to me or any member of  the committee.

A Special Meeting of  the Membership has been set 
for Thursday, June 16, 2022.  The current by-laws 
require that all ballots be returned to the Club one day 
prior to the meeting, in this case that will be June 15, 
2022.  They must be returned by US Mail or delivered 
in person.  Unfortunately, the current by-laws do not 
allow returning the ballot(s) via email or voting in 
person at the meeting, as so it is important that you 
fill out your ballots and get them to the Club, again, 
by June 15.

We do need to have a quorum of  voting members 
present at the Special Meeting, so why not plan to 
come out for dinner that night and try some of  the 
new menu offerings.  The meeting will be called to 
order at 7:00PM.  The Commodore will announce the 
results of  the voting and ask for a motion, a second 
and a vote to amend the by-laws based on those 
results. 

Thank you in advance for returning your ballots by 
June 15.

The 2022 
Action Auction 

was an 
Incredible Success!

The smiles, laughter, 
friendly spirited bidding...

The wonderful food and beverages, 
the excellent service...

Talk about “PRICELESS!”

We cannot say thank you enough to:
Donors
Bidders

Raffle ticket Buyers
Volunteers

Mark and the SBYC staff
Rick Schmidt, Auctioneer

And now, it’s time to enjoy 
summer at SBYC.

Mary Ann Cole 
Shannon Bess
Jamie Nichols

Action Auction Committee
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Capital Project Funding Update
  ~ Lynn Weaver, Capital Project Fundraising Chair

Gifts as of 6-8-22
Level Range Number Total Confirmed

Admiral $15,000 + 4 $74,800
Commodore $10,000 - $14,999 5 $50,000
Captain $5,000 - $9,999 8 $40,000
Commander $2,500 - $4,999 14 $36,500
First Mate $1,000 - $2,499 32 $33,101
Burgee $500 - $999 25 $12,850
Fleet Up to $499 14 $2,750

TOTAL 102 $250,001
BEFORE

AFTER

Our amazing club members have donated $250,001 
from 102 members as of  this month!  We have 

reached our stretch goal and the 
club is looking great!   If  you still 
want to give, please do so!  We still 
need to cover a few additions to the 
budget.  

Check out the before and after 
photos of  the club front windows 
below!  Thank you to Mary Ann 

Cole who captured an awesome photograph of  the 
club with a reflection of  the river.  

The exterior of  the building, 
including the new block wall has 
been painted.  We are still working 
on covering the inside walls below 
the windows.  New bar tables will 
be coming within the next month.  
The dining room will be getting a 
pretty makeover, too – we just need 
to work in between club parties and 
events, so we don’t interrupt the 
service our club members expect!

The bathroom remodel will be a winter project.  So 
far, we have raised $40,000 for that project.  

If  you have any questions at all, please reach out to 
myself  at 989-737-9117 or our project manager Bruce 
Weiss at 989-233-3147. 

SBYC Capital Project 2021 Committee Members:
Lynn Weaver
Bruce Weiss
Jim Nichols
Scott Schropp
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If  you would like to sponsor a specific 
weekend/musician, please contact Julie 
Humbert or the SBYC office. You have 
the option of  any dollar amount, shared 
sponsorship or entire musician cost.

Friday, June 17  The JR Band                            
Sponsorship: OPEN ($250)

Saturday, June 18: Melissa May & Brian Coonan 
Sponsored by: Greg & Louise Vozniak

Friday, June 24  Cameron Munholland                          
Sponsorship: Mike & Nancy Wisniewski

Saturday, June 25:  Blues Guise   
Sponsored by: Mike Butts

Friday, July 1:  Melissa May & Brian Coonan       
Sponsorship: John & Ann Hebert

Saturday, July 9:   Josh Ramsey Duo   
Sponsorship: Jim & Susan Hoyle/Jim & Cindy Fox

Friday, July 22:  Mr. E - Piano Man       
Sponsorship: OPEN ($300)

Saturday, July 23:  Joe Sloan    
Sponsorship: Dan & Jill Dralle

Friday, July 29:  Sandspit     
Sponsorship: ___ & ____ Kovatch 
*One more sponsorship opp OPEN ($100)

Saturday, July 30:  Bobby & Andy                    
Sponsorship: Mike Butts

Saturday, August 6:  Elisabeth Christie           
Sponsorship: Larry Wee

Friday, August 12:  Joe Balbaugh    
Sponsorship: OPEN ($250)

Saturday, August 13:  Small Town    
Sponsorship: Mike & Diane McGuire

Friday, August 19: Bryan Rombalski Trio   
 Sponsorship: Jim & Susan Hoyle/Jim & Cindy Fox

Saturday, August 20:  Josh Ramsey Duo 
Sponsored by: Jerry Preston & Karyn Miller

Friday, August 26:  Jacob Wisenbach Jazz Trio  
  Sponsorship: OPEN ($300)

Saturday, August 27:  Dave Britton Duo           
Sponsorship: Jim & Ann Lazzaro

Saturday, September 3: Soul Express      
Sponsored by: Ric & Lynda Fletcher and Pier 7

Friday, September 9: Mike Brush & Julie Mulady   
Sponsorship: Terry & Ellen Robinson

Saturday, September 10: Josh Ramsey Band     
Commodore’s Celebration 
Sponsored by: Frank & Janet Whitley

Friday, September 16:  Mr. E - Piano Man       
Sponsorship: OPEN ($300)

Saturday, October 22: Polka Band     
Sponsored by: Greg & Louise Vozniak
*One more sponsorship opp OPEN ($300)

Saturday, October 29:  Dueling Pianos     
 Sponsored by Terry and Kelly Bernelis   
 and ____ &n_____Andrewes

*One more sponsorship opp OPEN ($375) 

Saturday, December 10: Swaggering Rogues 
Sponsorship: OPEN ($600)

The 2022 Music on the Patio Calendar – Sponsorships Are Still Available!

Summer 2022
SBYC Music Calendar
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Kentucky Derby 2022
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SBYC Action Auction 2022
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SBYC Action Auction 2022
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SBYC Action Auction 2022
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SBYC Action Auction 2022


